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Well what a busy social month September was with the 
Thurlow Fayre, sponsored Historic Churches Bicycle Ride, 
Thurlow Hunt Kennels Open Day, Stage 7 of the Tour of 
Britain coming to Suffolk, the Worldôs Biggest Coffee 
Morning and The Thurlows 2010 Book Launch!  

Look out for The Thurlows 2010 Book Launch post party 
special feature in next months The Village Link. 

A big thank you to everyone that entered the Digital 
Photographic Competition. The winner: Jade Huggins, 
picture taken near Stradishall. 

The Village Link has a new Junior Reporter! 
Congratulations to Sacha Davies from Hallside, Great 
Thurlow. Sachaôs first articles can be seen on the back 
page and page 3. 

Digital Photographic Competition: Jade Huggins  
Free to every residence (£7.50 p.a. when purchased) 

Whatõs Inside This Month... 
Rev. John Eley ï Donations.
Post Thurlow Fayre Interviews.
Thurlow CEVC Primary School.
Whatôs On Guide.
Apiary Diary.
Nature Note.
Police Report.
AGA Come Dine With Us.
New Public Transport Service for Thurlow.
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The Reverend John Eley (Rector Stourhead Benefice) Retirement Gift
The Reverend John Eley retired on 31st August 2010 and asked that all donations towards a 
retirement gift be given to the Childrenôs Cancer & Leukaemia Group (CCLG) Charity. 
The following has been forward to the charity:- 
Gift aid forms with individual cheques attached    £  975.00 
Gift aid forms with cash donations (given at Service & individually) Ã  336.50 
Cash donations not gift aided (given at Service & individually)  Ã  357.47 
Additional  cheques not gift aided     £  135.00 
Additional  cheque (forwarded separately)    Ã  100.00 
        ------------  
TOTAL for donations      £1903.97  
The charity will be able to reclaim under gift aid an additional   £  367.22  

Which will make a magnificent total of     £2271.19 
Raised for the work of the Childrenôs Cancer and Leukaemia Group.                           Jeanie Smith

A letter from John Eley:
Abbaye Notre-Dame de Sénanque 

Thank you for a splendid send off from The Stourhead Benefice. Your generosity shown to me via 
your tremendous donations to the ñChildhood Cancer & Leukaemia Groupò charity of over Ã2270 
means a great deal. Not only reflecting the natural kindness of people in the Benefice but also 
confirming my feelings of joy at having spent twelve years with you. We have all been blessed. 
Here at the Abbaye de Sénanque I am kept delightfully busy, more of this some other time. I am 
here as one of the community for as long as it takes for us, the Abbaye or myself, to decide what 
happens next. It could be ten months, ten weeks or ten years, who knows. At the moment this is a 
happy place to be.  
God Bless you all. 
 John 

From Great and Little Thurlow PCC 
The hunt for a new Vicar continues.  In the spirit of true collaboration and teamwork, the PCCôs 
from across the Benefice have pulled together and huge thanks go to a óSenior Editing Teamô who 
are doing a fantastic job of creating a Benefice Profile, by bringing everything that is great in the 
Parish Profiles together.  Our Bishop has scheduled the next formal meeting to be held with the 
PCCôs on November 23rd 2010.  We will keep you posted, bigger thanks go to Jill Davis for all her 
hard work ongoing as Benefice Secretary!       On behalf of the Thurlow PCCôs
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Thurlow Fayre
On behalf of the Committee and all the recipients of donations, I would like to offer a very big 
thank-you to all those that helped with this yearôs Fayre.  The list is too long to name everyone 
individually but if you did help and you are reading this then please accept our appreciation. 
The Fayre has been going since the early eighties and has built up a reputation as being a great 
day out.  Indeed, considering that all we do is place a few ads locally and put a few signs up 
around town 2 weeks before the event, it is staggering to think that we attract around 2000 
people.  This year was a record with over 2200 paying at the entrance.  How many other village 
events would dearly love to have so many people at their Feteôs? 
As ever at the end of each Fayre the Committee starts considering next yearôs event.  This year 
we will seriously consider whether or not there will be another Fayre.  Whilst we are able to attract 
large crowds, it is always disappointing just how many people are willing to help out.  The Fayre is 
now run by too few doing too much.  Some volunteers spent the whole day on the gate etc without 
a break and will obviously be questioning whether or not they want to be involved next time. 
This is a great occasion as a village fundraiser.  Yes it is hard work, but just consider the 
opportunity 2000 people give us?  If there is no Fayre those people will go elsewhere.  All we 
need is more willing people to join the Committee then we can achieve a lot more by being more 
organised and efficient.  The Fayre could then become a lot more enjoyable for more of us that 
give up the time making it such a great institution. If you feel having a Fayre is important to the 
Village then please get involved.  It would be a great pity to waste a fantastic day. 

      The Thurlow Fayre Committee 
The Fayre Is Here!!! 
The Fayre has been and gone but has left traces behind, such as the tyre tracks on the field! It 
had everything from a car boot, to the tug of war and from bouncy castles to competitions. There 
were lots of fun and exciting things to do and everybody enjoyed themselves, I hope! I interviewed 
some of the people in the village that had never been to the Thurlow Fayre before. Matthew 
Hancock said ñthe Fayre was wonderful; there was so much to do. Everybody from the village 
came; it was great fun and so friendly. I am very grateful to the Thurlow Fayre team and 
everybody who helped organise and run it. I thoroughly enjoyed the produce competitions. I think 
they are a great idea and we won lots of things.ò Hope and Ferdie (his daughter and son) said that 
they loved the bouncy castle and the face painting. ñMy favourite part of the Fayre was winning 
third prize for my cherry buns!!! said Martha Hancock. I also interviewed Jane Barling and her 
mother in law who hadnôt been to the Fayre before either. ñThe Thurlow Fayre was brilliant!ò said 
Jane Barling. Her Mother in law said ñThe Fayre was terrific and was the best village Fayre I have 
been to for a long time! The only thing it could have done with is some chairs for spectators 
around the main arena and the dog show.ò So lets all look forward to next years Thurlow Fayre. 

    Sacha Davies ï Junior Reporter 

Children's Society
Thank you to all the Children's Society supporters  for returning their boxes so promptly.
The boxes were emptied during August and Ã212.18 has been forwarded to the Society. If anyone 
else would like to support this worthwhile cause please contact me on 783021.

           Rosemary Allcock
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Thurlow Fayre Produce Show Results
This yearôs produce show was very well supported and our thanks must go to Patricia and Monthy 
Banks for co-ordinating the event and judging. With over twenty different categories to enter, fun 
was had by all.  
First Place Results Only 
No Class Winner No Class Winner 
1 Jar of stone fruit jam Jane Archer 8 4 Runner Beans Kevin Crowson 
2 Jar of soft fruit jam Jane Archer 9 4 Tomatoes Susan Loveday 
3 Jar of chutney Archie 

Clifton-Brown 
10 5 Potatoes Sacha Davies 

4 Three fresh eggs Archie 
Clifton-Brown 

11 3 Peppers, any 
colour 

Kevin Crowson 

5 2 Squares of flapjack A Taylor 12 3 Onions Chris Fields 
6 Ginger sandwich cake Peter 

Thomas 
13 4 Plums John Archer 

7 3 Cherry buns Jane Archer 14 3 Dessert Apples Amanda Davies 
No Class Winner No Class Winner 
15 Posy of herbs Oliver Field 18 3 Roses Tim Knappett 
16 Pot plant in flower Heather Hunt 19 Local wildlife photo Matt Hancock 
17 Foliage pot plant John Archer 
Thurlow Produce Show ð Trophy Shield ð Winner: Jane Archer 
John Archer 13 points, Kevin Crowson 27 points and Jane Archer 29 points. 

Thurlow Show - Childrenõs Winners 
Class Winners Class Winner 
5 & Under Hope Hancock 

Ferdie Hancock 
Dexter 
Harvey 

9 & Under Finley Plant 
Shona Javed 

7 & Under Rhianna Mc Donald 10 & Over George Allin 

Peter and Ruth Lloyd Trust The above Trust was established in 2008 in memory of Peter and 
Ruth Lloyd who both met and served at the wartime airfield of RAF Wratting Common.  Due to 
their love of the Wratting Common area and the many friends that they made over the years, their 
surviving children decided to set up the Trust to aid young people going to University for the first 
time.  Students from the parishes of Carlton cum Willingham, Great Thurlow, Little Thurlow, West 
Wickham, West Wratting, Weston Colville and Withersfield are eligible to apply for consideration.  
The Trust has now made its second award of Ã800 to Laura Bass of West Wickham who will be 
reading Sport and Coaching Science at Birmingham University. 
Applications are now open for the 2010/2011 academic year.  Full details and Application Forms 
may be obtained from peterandruthlloydtrust@fsmail.net.
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Thurlow Estate Farms
How the countryside can change in a month!  
This time last month, several thousand acres of winter wheat stood in the pouring rain. Now, 
harvest is complete, much of the stubble cultivated, and next yearôs winter wheat and oilseed rape 
crops have already emerged.    
The seedbed is dry on the surface but still fairly sticky underneath. This moist and mild 
environment provides ideal growing conditions to enable such rapid growth.  
Barley will be drilled on last yearôs wheat land. Seedbed preparation involves a pass with the 
plough, followed by the discs, often more than once to break the clod, before drilling. The land is 
then rolled to hold the moisture.   
Beans are the last crop to be drilled (and harvested). The beans are a break-crop and nitrogen 
fixers: i.e. the roots and stalk are ploughed into the seedbed, providing nitrogen for the following 
crop.  
Thurlow Woodlands 
Coppicing has commenced in a SSSI wood near Great Bradley. The smaller ash sticks will be 
processed for firewood and the larger sticks sold for timber.  
Thurlow Estate Management Limited 
Refurbishments continue in Ashdon, Great Wratting, Little Thurlow and Great Thurlow.  
St Edmundsbury Borough Council are yet to determine the planning application to extend the 
parking area in the Recreation Ground. The Conservation Officer has raised a concern regarding 
the selected finished material. A site meeting has been arranged to discuss alternative material 
finishes.  
Properties to let
7 Bartlow Road, Ashdon (3 Bed, OFCH, Garden, Garage, Off-road Parking)  
Rook Tree Barn, Great Wratting (1,830 sq.ft), a fabulous open plan air-conditioned, converted barn with first 
floor conference room, OFCH, car park & broadband 
Manor Farm Office, Horseheath (653 sq.ft, OFCH, Off-road Parking, Broadband) 
For more information, please contact the Estate Office (01440 783661). 
Thurlow Hunt 
Spectator numbers were up on previous years, however, entries into the various dog classes 
were down at The Thurlow Hunt Terrier, Lurcher & Family Dog held at the Hunt Kennels.  
The Hunt Kennels are trialling a new system of handling fallen stock. The new system utilises 
enclosed skips which are collected by an approved waste handler. The recently adopted system 
is environmentally more sustainable and no longer requires the use of the incinerator.  
Thurlow Shoot 
The game covers are now well established and provide a warm shelter for the released 
pheasants. Dogging-in is the main task of the gamekeeper, who has received assistance from 
Kevin Crowson and Tim Knappett and Daniel Goldsmith and Clare Seaman. Thank you very 
much for all your help! 
With the crops now emerging, night time rabbit control will commence shortly.  
Thurlow Fayre 
It was estimated that approx. 2,000 people attended the annual event. Thank you to all those who 
helped to organise the event.     

        John Frank 
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Newsletter St Edmundsbury Rural South October 2010 
PRIORITIES: BURGLARY OF BUILDINGS (other than dwellings) ï Over the last few weeks, 
there has been a steady rise in incidents of this type of burglary, particularly relating to theft of 
garden machinery and tools (CB8 postcode area). 

More information regarding these priorities and details of how we intend to police these problems, 
see your local Neighbourhood Policing website on 
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/safersuffolk/stedmundsburyruralsouth

To view this months public events please visit our website via 
www.onesuffolk.co.uk/safersuffolk/stedmundsburyruralsouth

Welcome to this months edition of our newsletter.  I thought I would update you on a few new 
initiatives and changes. The system for priority setting has now changed and there will a quarterly 
meeting instead of monthly. This is now called a Community Priority Setting Meeting and the first 
one was held on September 9th. These meetings are open to the Public. The next is to be held in 
December and the date and venue will be announced in a future newsletter and on our website 
(address above). You can view our current priorities on our website, it also contains details of our 
public events, Meet The Team and helpful information. 

We have also started up a project called óStreet A Weekô. The objective is to make personal 
contact with every household in the identified street, introducing the SNT to the residents and 
identifying any community issues.  

Some of you may have seen in other newsletters that we are currently tackling crime with the use 
of ócommunity resolutionsô.  This is where our trained officers deal with minor crimes (where the 
victim is agreeable) by way of a community resolution resulting in the swift conclusion of an 
incident.  This may involve a letter of apology or compensation from the offender.  This reduces 
paperwork and frees up the officerôs time so that they can spend more time in the community.  An 
example of how this may work is as follows: 

A young male was identified as the offender in an incident of criminal damage to a local village 
hall.  The Parish Council agreed that a community resolution would be a sensible punishment. 
The boy wrote a letter of apology and signed an agreement not to re-offend.  He then emptied the 
rubbish bins and did a roadside litter pick, collecting around 100 litres of rubbish. 
Your Safer Neighbourhood Team is: 
Sgt 566 Kevin Horton      Pc 704 Ruth Horton  
Pc 18 Trish Sinclair      Pcso 3140 Alex Foster  
Pcso 3219 Kayla Packman     Pcso 3218 David Matchett  
Please consider registering with Police Direct on www.suffolk.police.uk  which will enable you to 
receive relevant information about crime and policing issues in your area. 
If you wish to report criminal activity in your area anonymously please ring the Crime 
Stoppers number 0800 555111
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Wartime Memories New airfields were being built in great haste, albeit a bit basic, with Nissen huts but 
with much larger hangars and concrete runways.  With the advent of the Halifax and Lancaster bombers, 
Air Vice Marshall Harris having assumed command of Bomber Operations soon withdrew the Stirling from 
operations to reduce losses but not just of a/c but more importantly aircrew.  So many of the best and most 
experienced air crewmen had been lost in his way.  You might well ask, surely widen the hangar entrances.  
This wasnôt sadly possible because these pre war ones were very sturdy constructions of brick and 
concrete with steel girder roof supports.  The entrances could not be widened.   
Chedburgh was one of the first war time airfields to be finished: it opened in February 1942.  214 was 
moved there.  The Nissen huts with their pot bellied coke stoves, mess halls and ablution blocks in concrete 
and corrugated sheet were a very poor substitute for the brick Georgian style buildings with central heating 
and baths at Stradishall.  However at least the aircraft could be brought under cover.  By this time I had 
been transferred from the Operations Room to the Intelligence Section where I was responsible for the 
briefing/debriefing of aircrew and their training in escape and evasion techniques of which I had made a 
special study.  It was interesting work.  I had to explain to the chaps the nature of the target and the reason 
for the operation.  This also included our intelligence from previous reports the location of main enemy 
defences that they might encounter and suggestions on navigation to avoid them where possible.  Upon 
return they were immediately debriefed.  Usually either in an excited state or     often exhausted with only 
one priority bath and bed, after their statutory breakfast of bacon and eggs.  Only returning aircrew got 
eggs!  We gave them mugs of hot coffee laced with rum.  This revived them and we could get down to 
some matter of fact information having helped to loosen tongues.  They were gallant fellows mainly 19 and 
20 year olds and one got to know them well.  In those early days crews were either all officer or all Sergeant 
crews.  They stuck together and would socialise together.  Later as the war progressed crews were mixed 
as mess barriers fell down a bit.  I suppose at 32 I was seen as a bit of a father figure.  I could still beat 
most of them at a game of squash but this only opened the friendship door for them to confide in me on 
some of their worries over a beer in the mess.  What was very difficult to bear was when the next night I 
would be waiting in the debriefing room for their return.  It was a harrowing experience when they became 
overdue.  I used to wait for a long time there, in the hope that after the endurance time had elapsed a call 
might come through that they had diverted to another airfield.  Sadly that call seldom came.  It would be 
some time before we got official Luftwaffer notification.  Sometimes a nicer outcome was one of our coded 
letters home from a POW camp advised us that so and so had been captured and was alive and well.  
Many of our loss reports were from the Red Cross which the Germans used to act as go between.  Very 
occasionally we would be delighted to see one them return to duty having evaded capture and had 
managed to get onto one of the escape routes via the resistance groups.  It gave a fillip to our escape and 
evasion procedures to gain a few successes. 
At the outbreak of war I had managed to find a cottage to let just down from the station adjacent to Cherry 
Tree House the home of John Copplestone.  I was able to move the family up from Maidstone in good time.  
The threat of invasion was ever present in 1940.  I was able to find my wife Sheila a job part time in our 
M19 Code and Cypher Section.  She was able to decode our POW letters which all had a clever style of 
address on the envelope which enabled the GPO to divert it to the M19 clearing section before it got to the 
recipient so that we could decipher it.  These were not so many as we didnôt like sending on opened 
envelopes to the families.  We got round this by inventing various notional girlfriends so the letters came 
straight to the Int Secs concerned direct from M19.  We got an immense amount of useful information this 
way.
My wife had been on the stage with her troop of dancers an earlier form of the Tiller girls.  With the high 
kicks routines as well as some very funny individual mimic acts.  The arrival of my eclipsed that for a while 
but once over here at Stradishall we were able to place him at a boarding school and she could return to hr 
stage entertaining via ENSA, The Entertainment National Service Association which especially helped with 
entertaining all the services during the hostilities.   
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Late in 1942 I was posted to Honington where we started trials on a device called window which aimed to 
confuse German Radar by scattering strips of foil like confetti ahead of our bomber streams.  But that is 
another story.  So I sadly said farewell to Strad to take up my new post.            The Father of Monty Banks

New Public Transport Service for Thurlow (DRT-Demand responsive transport) 
A new transport service started in Thurlow in September to replace the regular bus service which 
linked Thurlow to Haverhill and Newmarket. It's called DRT (demand responsive transport). The 
Great and Little Thurlow Parish Councils are monitoring the new service and welcomes residents 
comments. The most significant points of the new service are;- 

It is is for residents who live in an area bordered by Haverhill/Horringer/Dalham (see map 
on SCC leaflet). 
The bus will collect you from an agreed place in the area. 
It will take you to a place in the area, where you can take public transport. 
It will take you out of the area to Newmarket & Haverhill, but not to Bury. 
The bus will operate 7am to 7pm (Mon ï Sat)ï the drivers are paid employees. 
Bookings can be made 8am -4pm up to a week in advance on 0845 604 1802. 
You cannot book on the same day (this is intended later). 
Bookings are 1st come 1st served. 
You will be told the fare (similar to a bus fare) when you book, you pay on bus. 
Regular usage may lead to a regular planned service (e.g. if 8 people go every Friday to 
Newmarket Hospital it may became a regular booking). 
Service co-ordination as above is intended, but it isnôt clear how. 

The service has the potential to provide a better and more effective service than the previous bus 
services, although I have concerns for those who find regularly using the phone a problem. 
Whether it actually does provide a better service will depend on the way it is run. In the first two 
weeks I have received a number of encouraging reports from people who have successfully used 
the service. I have also been told of two people who booked the service, but were unable to use 
the bus, because there was no record of their booking. I and Little Thurlow Parish Council would 
welcome reports from people using the service and will take up any issues of concern. You can 
contact me at 01440 783 528 or k.bunting@nut.org.uk          Keith Bunting 

The Thurlow Womens Institute Since the last meeting, three members of the WI have been on the 
Federation trip to Southwold, on one of the sunniest days of August where they also saw a performance of 
óAbigailôs Partyô.  Members were kept fully employed in the refreshment tent at the Fayre taking more than 
£1000.  Thanks were expressed to our two honorary members, the two Bills, who work so hard for us, they 
will both receive a bottle of wine as a token of our gratitude.  Diana Allin offered to be the contact for WI 
Enterprises.  Rosemary Allcock read a story Pauline CCrooks had sent as her entry for the Denman Cup, 
although not a winner all agreed it was an excellent effort.  Most of the evening was taken up in the 
organisation of the Group meeting on the 23rd of the month when we expect to be entertaining up to eighty 
guests. 
This monthôs draw winner were Rosemary Alcock and Janice Klimcke. 
Next month, we welcome back one of the best speakers on our list, William Tyler, this time to speak on Hi-
De-Hi on October 12th 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  All are welcome to come along. 

      Iris Eley ï Little Thurlow Reporter 
8

Thurlow Bradley and District Pre-School The new school year has started and we welcome 
back children after the summer holidays, excited to see some of our former pupils settling in well 
at óbig schoolô across the fence from our new building! 
We have 24 pre-school age children with us this term, with 8 who are part-time at the Primary 
School joining us for lunch and afternoon sessions. This term we welcome Poppy McDougall-
Smith, Noah Robinson and Ayla Banks.  
The government funded scheme for children aged 3+ has extended this term to 15 hours per 
week, which has helped us re-open our Friday afternoon session making us properly full-time 
again. 
At our AGM we welcomed new committee members with Mandy Tokley, Kylie Bhreathnach and 
Claire Addison joining the committee and Helen Meadows-Woor taking over the position of 
treasurer from Cheryl Woricker who leaves our committee with our thanks after two years of very 
hard work! Rosie Winner and Samantha Mason also leave the committee with our gratitude and 
best wishes. 
We are looking carefully at whether there is sufficient demand for us to open an after school club 
to make the best use of our new building and to give more options in daycare for working parents. 
If anyone would like to express an interest in this, or would like more details about the pre-school, 
please email me at mat@prostruction.co.uk       Mathew Cowell

AGE UK - Whatõs It All About? 
You may have seen a lot in the papers and on TV about the launch of a new national charity - 
AGE UK - which is the new force combining Age Concern and Help the Aged.    These two 
national charities have merged so that there is now just one major charity working with and for 
older people at national level.    
Why did the words óconcernô and óhelpô get dropped from their name?  Well, that was at the 
request of the thousands of older people they consulted over about a year.  Older people were 
saying that they didnôt want to be seen as a óconcernô because that felt like being a burden; also 
they preferred not to be presented as needing help all the time, as most of them were busy 
helping others - through their families or through volunteering. 
What will it mean for your local Age Concern in Suffolk? 
In one way, nothing will change. The charity will continue as it has since 1948 - working with and 
for older people in Suffolk - providing information, advice and a range of support services with the 
aim of ensuring that people in later life can stay independent and active for as long as possible.   
Where people reach the point that they need óthat little bit of helpô to stay independent, then the 
charity either provides it or finds someone who can.   The charity will also be making available 
locally a range of bright, new informative Age UK guides on every aspect of retirement and 
ageing, so look out for them in Age Concern help centres and at events.   
BUT - there will be one change - as Age Concern Suffolk has decided to become the local brand 
partner of Age UK to benefit their local work and, therefore, older people in our county.  At the end 
of September Age Concern Suffolk will become Age UK Suffolk.  Still the same local and 
independent charity, but working alongside a strong and effective national partner.   

        Daphne Savage / Chief Executive / Age Concern Suffolk 
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Monthly Service Rota
Date Day Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event 
3rd

Oct
Sun 10:00 

Kedington
Benefice Family 

Communion 
10th

Oct
Sun 10:00 

Great Wratting
Service of the Word 

10:00 
Great Bradley 

Service of the Word 
17th

Oct
Sun 10:00 

Little Bradley
Benefice Family 

Communion 
24th

Oct
Sun 10:00 

Barnardiston
Service of the Word 

10:00 
Great Thurlow

Service of the Word 

18:00 
Kedington
Evensong 

31st

Oct
Sun 10:00 

Little Thurlow 
Benefice Family Service 

of the Word 
7th

Nov 
Sun 10:00 

Kedington
Benefice Family 

Communion 

10 

AGA Come Dine With Us! ð Community Social Event 
Do you own an AGA or Rayburn? Are you willing to cook a 3 course meal 

for family, friends or local villagers and raise money for your chosen 
charity using your AGA or Rayburn? They always say charity begins at 

home!
If you are willing to host an AGA Come Dine With Us meal on either 

Saturday, 20th or 27th November then please email or call The Village 
Link for more details. 

Each guest will donate £12.50 (a minimum of £5 to go to your chosen 
charity, the balance to cover the cost of the meal). 

In next months The Village Link there will be details of who is hosting, 
how many places and on which dates and of course how to book. 

Email: TheVillageLink@TKHeat.co.uk  -  Tel: 01440 783654 

Diary Dates

Date Day Time Event Location Information 

OC
TO

BE
R 

1st Fri 19:30 Quiz Night in aid of All Saints 
Church 

Hall Barn 
Great

Thurlow

Please contact 
Conrad Hawkins 

783259
30th Sat 19:00 Thurlow Village Hall Quiz 

Night
Thurlow

Village Hall 
See below 

NO
VE

MB
ER

 

6th Sat TBA Thurlow Bonfire Night Recreation 
Ground 

17th Wed 19:30 John Bell Visit St Michael 
& All 

Angles,
Martlesham

Heath
IP5 3PL 

Elizabeth Moore 
01359 233050 

20th Sat 19:30 AGA Come Dine With Us See Page 
10

Contact Kevin 
Crowson 783654 

27th Sat 19:30 AGA Come Dine With Us See Page 
10

Contact Kevin 
Crowson 783654 

DE
CE

MB
ER

 18th Sat TBA Christmas Concert All Saints 
Church 

Please contact Jane 
Sheppard
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QUIZ NIGHT
FRIDAY 1ST OCTOBER 2010 AT 

7:30PM
HALL BARN, GREAT THURLOW 

IN AID OF ALL SAINTSõ 
CHURCH 

£8 per person (to include supper of 
Kentucky Fried Chicken) 

Please bring your own drinks
Teams of six people (maximum) 

Raffle
For further details telephone 

01440 783259 

QUIZ  NIGHT 
In aid of Village Hall Funds 

Saturday 30th October 2010
At

THURLOW VILLAGE HALL 
7.00pm for 7.30pm start 

£6.00 (to include light supper) 
Teams of 8 Maximum 

Donations of Raffle Prizes 
welcome
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Parish Council News 
Little Thurlow Parish Councillors were joined at their September meeting by three members of the public.  
The Clerk advised Councillors of a temporary road closure through Little Thurlow Green from 25th October 
to 19th November and it was noted that proposed internal alterations to Gurton Barn had been approved by 
St Edmundsbury BC.  A letter has been sent on behalf of the Parish Council to Matthew Hancock MP 
expressing concerns regarding the Governmentôs proposals for capping Parish Council Precepts and 
Council Tax referendums.  Suggested sites for supplies of grit for the coming winter are to be forwarded to 
Suffolk County Council.  Residents continuing concerns about vehicles parking on the verge in front of 
Penny House on Pound Green are to be put to the Police and Suffolk County Council Highways 
Department and the blocked drain in The Street is to be reported.  It was decided to register Little Thurlow 
Parish Council with the free Onesuffolk website for villages.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 
October 19th 2010 at 7.30pm.          M. Hawkins, Parish Clerk 

A well attended Joint Great and Little Thurlow Parish Council Meeting was held on 22nd September 
2010.  A favourable report was given on the new Demand Responsive bus service which it is understood 
will take passengers to Newmarket as well as Haverhill and also link up with services to Bury St. Edmunds.  
It is hoped that the promised improvements to the footpath in front of Chapel House in Great Thurlow will 
commence in the very near future.  Both Parish Councils are to consider a request from the Editor of the 
Village Link for an increased contribution towards production costs.  Also a request from the Sports Club for 
financial help with the cost of cutting the grass on the Sports Field will be considered.  The next meeting will 
be held on 18th January 2011 at 8.30pm.                D. Allin and M. Hawkins, Parish Clerks 

How to avoid Rogue Traders Reports of Rogue Traders, Cowboy Builders and Doorstep Callers are 
unfortunately still a concern for Suffolk Trading Standards. For example at the beginning of this year a 
trader was fined over £3,000 for targeting an elderly lady in Newmarket. Rogue traders trick people into 
paying very high prices for unnecessary or shoddy work primarily on homes or garden maintenance. To 
avoid becoming a victim of Rogue Traders, follow these simple steps never agree to have work done by 
somebody who is just passing or take their word that it needs to be done at all. Never pay for work before it 
is completed. Do not accept any offer from them to drive you to the bank to withdraw money. If you need 
work done, then contact Trading Standards Suffolk Trusted Trader Scheme by phone 01473 265758 or on 
the internet www.suffolktrustedtrader.com. 

To combat Rogue Traders Suffolk Trading Standards have now launched their accredited trader scheme, 
Suffolk Trusted Trader. Member businesses are carefully vetted to ensure that known rogues are not 
admitted. The scheme is based on customers of the traders concerned to comment indirectly upon their 
performance and reliability, so allowing other consumers to view feedback before choosing the trader. 
Allowing consumers to empower other consumers and avoid falling into the hands of rogue traders. 
Not only can consumers search online but they can call Trading Standards to receive details of a member 
of Trusted Trader. The service is completely free to consumers, allowing Suffolk residents to find a trader 
they can rely on.  

Suffolk Trading Standards would also like to hear recommendations from the public as to businesses that 
deserve to be part of the óTrusted Traderô scheme. Are you a trader interested in joining? The benefits for 
the trader include full county exposure through the promotion of the scheme (including over 700 hits on the 
Trusted Trader site since April 2010), as well as the ability to use the Suffolk Trusted Trader logo on their 
advertising material and vehicles. For more information on Suffolk Trusted Trader or to nominate a business 
to the scheme call Trading Standards on 01473 264859 or email at tradingstandards@suffolk.gov.uk.
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Nature Note Thereôs a definite feeling of autumn in the air, as the winds freshen and the nights 
draw in again.  Most of our summer visitors have now left us on their long journeys south, though 
there are still a few late-nesting house martins hanging on.  The journeys these birds will make 
across Europe to southern Africa are truly amazing ï they will pass unguided over mountains, 
across seas, through deserts and into tropical regions where they will see herds of antelope and 
zebra replacing the everyday sight of the cows and sheep here.  But even these great migrations 
are outdone by what we are now learning about some ultra-marathoners crossing the Pacific on 
the other side of North America.  Scientists have been tagging some waders that breed in Alaska 
with tiny satellite transmitters and following them on their journeys to Australasia.  They had 
assumed these birds would travel south in stages, moving through Asia and island-hopping to 
break their journeys, but in fact they discovered to their amazement that two species in particular 
were breaking all known records for non-stop flight.The bar-tailed godwit is a large wader one can 
actually see on the East Anglian coasts in winter and our birds come south to us from Siberia 
where they breed on the tundra; but the other side of Siberia there are populations of the same 
species breeding in Alaska and they migrate all the way down to Australia and New Zealand over 
the Pacific.  And what the scientists have now discovered is that they can do it in one non-stop 
journey ï just imagine, some 7,000 miles without a pit-stop or a break, flying continuously at about 
40mph.  Another bird called the bristle-thighed curlew, a hairy-legged American relative of our 
curlews, does the same, in this case starting from Alaska and heading for the Marshall Islands in 
the South Pacific.  The godwits have been clocked as making this vast journey in nine days of 
continuous flight, without once stopping to feed or drink.  How do they do it?  Well, before they 
leave Alaska they deliberately fatten themselves up on clams and worms to carry enough fuel in 
the form of protein to last them the whole way.  So they start fat and end thin, very thin. 
The champion traveller of all, however, is the arctic tern.  They go even further, in fact as far as 
you can go: they summer in the Arctic and then go to the far end of the earth, across the date line 
and the equator, and into the ósouthern summerô in the Antarctic, over 12,000 miles away!  The 
terns have it easier than the godwits in one way, in that they feed on small fish and can eat as 
they go, but over a lifetime of such journeys it is estimated that they fly the distance a spaceship 
would cover if it went to the moon and back three times.  Thatôs the ultimate commute. 

   Jeremy Mynott 

Thurlows past...  How many of our present villagers know that the Town House (The pretty 
thatched cottage on Church Road, Little Thurlow) was in 1855, a dwelling occupied by paupers 
and partly let to three tenants at rents amounting to Ã4 per annum.  In the early thirties, it was two 
dwellings housing a young family and an old age pensioner.  It was vacated in 1937, the family 
moving to the newly built council house at No. 5 The Green and the old lady going to live in the 
Alms Houses.             Iris Eley ï Little Thurlow Reporter
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