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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
 
Well it‘s that time of year again! It seems to 
come around faster every year – maybe that‘s 
just the Bah Hum-bug in me but I hope not, 
perhaps it‘s just think it‘s an age thing! 
 
Before I say anything else, I must thank 
everyone who supports The Village Link and 
especially the team of volunteers who distribute 
your copy every month. This year for the first 
time we have combined the December and 
January issues to take the pressure off the 
distributors and myself at this very busy social 
and business time of year. 
 
As I‘m typing this issue I‘ve just been outside to 
check on my new chickens (4). We only got 
them today and needed to put them to bed 
tonight, but in a couple of days they will know 
where to roost. One thing I will be doing 
tomorrow is clipping their wings as trying to get 
them out of the tree that provides shade in the 
summer, was just a little bit too inconvenient for 
us last night! 
 
So what does the start of the Christmas season 
mean to you? Well for Tim and I it gives us an 
opportunity, if ever we needed one, to open the 
Sloe Gin that we made last year and fill our hip-
flasks ready for the Christmas Concert. I must 

Hart 
Carpentry 

All Carpentry & Small Building 
Work                                                                           

New doors  

Kitchen fitting  
Studwork partitions 

Solid and laminate floors 
Bespoke media & shelving units  

Property repair and renovation 
1st and 2nd fix construction work  

Excellent contacts for other trades  

Qualified & experienced carpenter    

in both renovation and new build  

Matthew Hart 

01284 721597 / 07747467057                   
hartcarpentry@ymail.com 

 



remember not to sample it until after my organ 
and keyboard recital...  or maybe I should and 
then I can blame the Sloe Gin for my Les 
Dawson impersonation! 
 
Well enough of my waffling, have a very Merry 
Christmas & a Happy New Year. Please try and 
support the activities going on in the village 
over the festive season. 
Until next year....  

Kevin - The Editor 
 

 
 

 

Picture of Cllr. Jane Midwood, with Peter 
Thomas & Diana Allin (represent GTPC), Chris 
Field (LTPC), Allan Loveday (Thurlow Sports 
Club) and representatives from Essex & Suffolk 
Water and Farrans (Construction) Ltd. 
 

Thurlow Recreation Ground New Swings 
and Car Project 
 
The official opening ceremony took place on 
Thursday 27th October 2011 on a project to 
replace swings that were over 50 years old and 
upgrade car parking facilities at the Recreation 
Ground. 
 
The new swings sited within the Village Play 
Area, whilst the enlarged car park and 
improved access will allow local residents and 
visitors to the Recreation Ground to park safely 
instead of on the main road during winter 
months when space was restricted. 
 
It has taken the four village partners to the 
project, Gt & Lt Thurlow Parish Council‘s, 
Thurlow Sports Club and Thurlow Estate (the 
landowner) two years to see the project come 
to fruition. 
 
The original cost of the project was £20,000 but 
this was reduced by £10,000 when it was given 
a timely boost earlier this year when Essex & 
Suffolk Water and Farrans (Construction) Ltd 
were approached and agreed to become 
involved. 
 
Essex & Suffolk Water and Farrans 
(Construction) Ltd have been laying a pipeline 
along the River Stour valley from Kirtling to 
Abberton Reservoir (near Colchester) 
generously agreed to carry out the groundwork 
and supply materials for the car park as a 
gesture of goodwill for the benefit of the local 
community. 
 



The four village partners to the project are 
extremely grateful to not only Essex & Suffolk 
Water and Farrans (Construction) Ltd for their 
support but also to St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council, Cllr. Jane Midwood (Suffolk County 
Council Locality Budget), Suffolk Foundation 
and Thurlow Fayre Committee who have 
provided grant funding and donations. 
 
Further landscaping of the car park area will be 
carried out during the Spring of 2012 to 
complete the project. 
 

Allan Loveday 
Scheme Manager - Thurlow Recreation Ground 

New Swings/Car Park Project 
 

 
 

Thurlow Sports Club Report 
 
The football season is now well underway and the 
three club's that use the facilities have benefiitted 
from the dry autumn with the three pitches looking in 
pristine condition prepared by groundsman Chris 
Field. 
 
The Saturday adult team have had a name change 
and are now known as Thurlow Royal Exchange 
having secured sponsorship with this Haverhill 
public house and new kit from Sperling Models. 
 
Having been unlucky to be relegated at the end of 
the previous season they have with the return of 
some experienced former players bounced back and 

currently sit top of their division in the Cambs 
League. 
 
The Sunday adult team AFC Thurlow were also 
relegated at the end of last season and this team 
that have largely been together since they formed in 
2004 currently are in the lower half of their division 
in the Sudbury Sunday League. 
 
Thurlow Youth FC has this season expanded to 
seven different age group teams with 2 Under 8's, 
Under 9's, Under 11's, Under 12's, Under 15's, 
Under 17's.  
 
This thriving club saw its Under 11 side go unbeaten 
all last season and won its age group cup final at 
Cambridge City ground and was followed by a 
successful Mini Youth Tournament during the 
summer. 
 
This season the newly formed Under 17's have been 
the most successful so far and are still unbeaten in 
their league. A large number of parents attend home 
fixtures and they have also helped to improve the 
facilities within the sports pavilion. 

Alan Loveday 

 



 

Parish Council News 
 
At Little Thurlow Parish Council‘s November 
meeting there were five Councillors in 
attendance, together with three members of the 
public and District Councillor Robert Clifton-
Brown.   
 
A vacancy has arisen due to the resignation of 
Andrew Mace.  The relevant Notice of Vacancy 
has been displayed on the Parish Council 
Notice Board at the Village Hall.   
 
A written Police report had been sent with only 
one crime being noted since the last meeting.  
Burglaries of houses and outbuildings are still 
happening and everyone is urged to look out for 
anything/anyone acting suspiciously. 
 

Suffolk County Council had responded to 
concerns raised regarding the poor bus service 
serving Little Thurlow Green by arranging for 
the Demand Responsive Transport Service to 
cover Little Thurlow when other suitable 
alternative forms of passenger transport are 
unavailable.   
 
The two sessions of Councillor Training held in 
October were well attended and it was agreed 
that they had been very useful.  One Councillor 
had also attended a Learning Event ―How to 
Influence Planning Decisions‖ which had been 
organised by St. Edmundsbury BC. This again 
was felt to be enlightening. 
 
Councillors considered a Planning Application 
for Installation of 16 ground mounted PV panels 
at 133 Bradley Road; there were no objections 
to this from the Parish Council. 
 
An invitation had been received from St. 
Edmundsbury BC for the Parish Council to take 
part in an oak tree planting scheme to 
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee; this to be 
considered. 
 
The date of the next meeting is 20th December 
2011, 7.30pm at Thurlow Village Hall. 

M. Hawkins, Parish Clerk 
 

New Number To Contact Local Police 
 
The new telephone number to contact your 
local police is 101. You can use this number for 
any calls that are less urgent than 999. For 
example; if your car has been stolen, if your 
property has been damaged or if you‘d like to 
speak to your local police officer. 
 
The service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. Calls cost 15 pence per call no matter 
what time of day or how long you are on the 
phone. Remember to use 999 in an emergency. 



 

Thurlow Silent Night Choir 
 
Thank you to everyone who have already 
volunteered to take part in the choir during the 
Christmas Concert on Saturday 17th December, 
however we still required two more members to 
complete the choir, enabling the performance 
to take place. If you can sing in the Thurlow 
Silent Night Choir, for just one performance 
then please contact Kevin on 783654. 
 

 

Poppy Appeal 
 
The money raised for the British Royal Legion 
in the period running up to Remembrance 
Sunday just proved how close this Charity is to 
the hearts of people living in the Bradleys and 
Thurlows. 
 

House-to-house collections raised £484.23 
whilst static collection points brought in 
£182.84. Donations, wreaths and the 
Rembrance Sunday collection at All Saints 
Great Thurlow added a further £274.60, making 
a grand total of £941.67 
 
A heartfelt thanks to every person who helped 
to collect funds and to those who gave so 
generously. It is all so very much appreciated. 
 

Sam Sheppard 
Official Organiser - Poppy Appeal 

 

 

Thurlow Firework Night 
 
It is estimated that a record crowd of over 900 
adults and children turned out for the Thurlow 
Firework Night. 
  
The committee appreciated all the help so 
generously given on the night and thank 
everyone who turned out on the evening to help 
make it a resounding success. 
 
As a result of the increased crowd profits were 
up by 81% on last year and 141% up on 2009! 
 

Alan Loveday 
Thurlow Sports Club 



 
 

Winter Is In the Air 
 
As you all know, the village shop has changed 
hands and is now run by the people at the Garage. 
They have made some changes to the appearance 
of the shop -  they have also started selling fresh 
fruit and veg. So next time you are about to jump in 
to the car to the supermarket, think again and walk 
down to the village shop instead.  
 
The village play area now has a new car park and a 
new set of swings. The new ones have replaced the 
old swings that have been there for 50 years and 
defiantly needed replacing.  
 
The new car park is bigger and easier to access. 
The swings are great fun so get on down there.  
 
The Thurlow 10 mile race, that took place on 
Sunday the 23rd of October, was a great success. 
The runners all enjoyed it and they all went home 
with a goody bag. I am sure that they raised a lot of 
money for the Haverhill running club as there was a 
very good turnout.  
Unfortunately I missed the Thurlow Bonfire night as I 
was in Belgium (see next issue), but my sister 
(Megan) said that the fireworks were awesome. My 

Dad lent a hand to the fireworks team and if it 
weren‘t for the team of fantastic organisers we 
wouldn‘t have the brilliant fireworks display that we 
have every year.  
 
 
Winter has finally caught up with us, and now we 
have the long cold evenings stationed in front of the 
roaring fire, with Countryfile on the telly, all cosy and 
warm. 

Sacha Davis – Junior Reporter 

 

Womens Institute Report 
 
The November meeting of the Thurlow WI began 
with President Jill Steele paying tribute to our 
member Pauline Crooks whose funeral had taken 
place on Friday. Jill said that Pauline had been a 
talented member who was always keen to take part 
in competitions, skilled in craftwork, photography 
and composing little poems for the over eighties 
parcels, she will be greatly missed. Pauline special 
friend Olive then conveyed thanks from Bill for all 
the support during those last difficult months. A 
moments silence was held. 
 
Fran Saltmarsh then gave her talk on Here Comes 
the Bride a very interesting history of brides dresses 
through the ages. She had also brought along her 
families gowns all made by her, a very fine 
dressmaker. Most members had brought along 
photos of themselves as brides which were on 
display causing much interest. 
 
The Parcels for Samaritans Purse were collected by 
Diana Allin to deal with.  As this was the AGM and a 
committee was called for, we have one change – 
Anne Tipper will take on the role of President with 
Jill Steel and Anne Roberts as Vice-Presidents.  The 
rest stay the same.  Jean Lansdale gave her 
Treasury report which showed a healthy balance.  
Jean was thanked for her work and Iris Eley was 
thanked once again for booking all the speakers.  
Jobs were allocated for the coming year and we 
next meet again for our Christmas Celebration meal 
on 13th December 2011.  Winners of this moths draw 
were Anne Tipper, Maragret Ince and Arline Vollam.   

Iris Eley – Little Thurlow Reporter 



Thurlow Estate Farms Limited  
 
When will the good weather end? The 
continuation of the mild weather and lack of any 
serious rainfall has meant that our teams are 
still able to work the land where normally at this 
time of year we would generally try to keep off 
the fields where possible. 
 
Consequently all our sugarbeet has been lifted 
with little damage and is awaiting transportation 
to the British Sugar factory in Bury St Edmunds. 
These fields have now been planted with winter 
wheat to follow.  
 
Other activities on the farms at this time of year 
include ditching works. This is an ongoing 
operation which ensures that the network of 
ditches within the farm are cleared out over a 
five year period. This is an essential process to 
ensure good field drainage. 
 
This month also saw our last year‘s calves 
leave the farm to be sent on for finishing before 
they are finally sold as beef cattle in three 
months‘ time. The resident herd are due to start 
calving on the 23rd December – the Hall Farm 
team will have a busy Christmas. 
 
Hedges are being cut and the racecourse is 
being prepared for the first meeting in January. 
 
Andrew Crossley, the new Farm‘s Director, is 
settling himself into Thurlow life and I‘m sure 
that you will see him out and about. 
 

Thurlow Woodlands 
 
The Thurlow Woodlands team are also 
benefiting from the good weather and have 
almost finished the final timber extracting from 
Balsham Wood before the rain sets in. 
 

They are then looking to move into Wadgell‘s 
Wood to thin two compartments of Sycamore 
which will be extracted from the wood and 
transported up to the processing units to be 
turned into firewood. 
 
Processing of firewood continues apace in 
order for the Woodlands team to fulfil the 
demand for firewood. We are currently adding 
more dates into the log order book to keep up 
with the demand. We would be grateful if you 
would book your firewood delivery now, even if 
it is for later in the winter, to ensure that your 
order is not missed – 01440 783 661. 
 

Thurlow Estate Management Limited 
 
Despite the roof currently looking a little shiny 
the renovation works to the Smock Mill has 
received a letter of commendation from St Ed‘s 
Borough Council, saying how pleased they 
were with the outcome. 
 

Properties To Let  
135 Pound Green, Little Thurlow. 3 bed semi 
detached with OFCH. 
Church House, Barnadistion. 3 bed detached 
house with OFCH. 
1B Dotterell Hall Cottages, Balsham. 3 bed 
semi detached with OFCH. 
84 Thurlow Road, Great Wratting. 3 bed semi 
detached with OFCH. 
 
Other Units to Let 
Rook Tree Barn, Great Wratting (1,830 sq.ft), a 
fabulous open plan, air-conditioned converted 
barn with first floor conference room, OFCH, 
car park & broadband. 
 
For more information, please contact Tom 
Duffin at the Estate Office (01440 783661) 
 
 
 



Thurlow Hunt 
 
There was an excellent turn out for the Opening 
Meet of the Thurlow Hunt held at Little Thurlow 
Hall on 31st October, both mounted and on 
foot.  
 
While the weather is still quite dry for scenting  
the Hunt have managed to have several good 
days to date and are looking to extend this run 
before the weather sets in. 
 
The hounds are fit and well and some of them 
will be looking to have their first litters of 
puppies shortly. 
 

Thurlow Shoot 
 
The first few days shooting have gone well, with 
the birds flying high and strong. The Keeper 
and his various helpers now need to make sure 
that the birds are shepherded into the right 
areas of the Estate. 
 
We have started to see the pigeon flocking up 
as the available food on the open ground starts 
to become a bit scarce and this means that it is 
time to make a concerted effort on the vermin 
control, as always rabbits are at the top of the 
hit list too. 
 

AND FINALLY……. 
 
As it comes up to the New Year and I find that 
because I have been writing this monthly piece 
for the Village Link I have been paying more 
attention to my written English, listed below are 
a few of the golden rules that I now try to 
employ: 
 
Avoid alliteration. Always. 
Never use a long word when a diminutive one will 
do. 
Employ the vernacular. 

Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc.  
Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are 
unnecessary. 
Remember to never split an infinitive. 
Contractions aren't necessary. 
Foreign words and phrases are not apropos. 
Eliminate quotations. As Ralph Waldo Emerson 
said, "I hate quotations. Tell me what you know." 
Comparisons are as bad as cliches. 
One-word sentences? Eliminate. 
Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake. 
The passive voice is to be avoided. 
Who needs rhetorical questions? 
Exaggeration is a billion times worse than 
understatement. 
Don't never use a double negation. 
Do not put statements in the negative form. 
And don't start a sentence with a conjunction. 
(Remember, too, a preposition is a terrible word to 
end a sentence with.) 
Don't overuse exclamation marks!!!!!!!! 
If any word is improper at the end of a sentence, a 
linking verb is. 
Last but not least, avoid cliches like the plague; 
They're old hat; seek viable alternatives. 
 

 



Nature Note 
 
It‘s been a topsy-turvy year.  We started with a 
bitterly cold spell, if you remember; then had a 
glorious April and an accelerated spring, followed by 
a dismal summer that was not so much a wash-out 
as a grey-out in which we scarcely saw the sun from 
May to September; and now we have had 
wonderfully sunny and warm days in late October 
and November.  As I write this in mid-November 
there are still red admiral butterflies on the ivy, bees 
on late-flowering plants and even some skylarks 
singing – several months early (or late, depending 
on how you view it).  This is all very disruptive for 
the wildlife that depends on reliable seasonal 
triggers.  Animals and plants that should be 
hibernating to conserve energy and build up their 
strength again are still active and are spending their 
resources heedlessly.  Are they like children staying 
up too late at night or will they just get used to less 
sleep?   
 
Nonetheless the winter thrushes are pouring in.  I 
can‘t go out of the door without hearing flocks of 
noisy fieldfares overhead and I found one very 
unusual winter visitor the other day.  I was walking 
across the meadows near the church in Little 
Thurlow when I heard what sounded like a pig 
squealing in the ditch.  No one keeps pigs now, do 
they?  Could it be a terror-stricken rabbit trapped by 
a stoat?  Or hedgehogs mating, which always 
sounds like an unpleasant experience on both sides 
(well, think of those spines!)?  No, it was a bird.  I 
saw it scuttling off through the leaf litter, like a 
stumpy little hen, very well camouflaged with greys 
and browns streaked with black.  A water rail. These 
are usually very shy birds, which live in dense reed 
beds, where they are more often heard than seen; 
but occasionally they disperse in winter and go 
walkabout.   One of my bird books describes the 
voice as ‗heart-rending and fearsome groans … a 
curious rolling note between the purring of a cat and 
the croak of a frog‘.  So, you‘ll recognise that if you 
hear it, won‘t you.  Water rails are close cousins of 
corncrakes, whose old country name was land rails 
and as the name suggests were the farmland 
counterparts of the water rail.  The corncrakes would 
have been quite common round here two hundred 

years ago but they have now retreated to the 
extreme Celtic fringes in the Hebrides and Ireland 
where they cause guaranteed insomnia in the 
summer months.  They are no nightingales and their 
basic ‗song‘ is an endlessly repeated, rasping crex 
crex, like someone running a stick along a large 
steel comb.  Conservationists are trying to 
reintroduce the corncrake to the lush, damp 
grasslands round the Ouse and Nene Washes near 
Peterborough so I suppose that one day we may be 
able to listen to an unlovely duet between the two 
species in that area of watery land.   
 
Meanwhile the water rail here is like a displaced 
person who has evaded border controls, and is no 
doubt also confused by these strange seasons.  
Whatever next?  A white Christmas and a partridge 
in a pear tree? 

Jeremy Mynott 

 

1st Burrough Green Brownies 
 
1st Burrough Green Brownies meet weekly in 
Brinkley during the school term. For girls aged 
seven to ten. 
 
The Brownies have just finished working on the 
Culture interest badge. The girls traced their 
family history making some brilliant family trees.  
 
We stepped back in time to find out the history 
of the unit that started nearly 30 years ago. We 
looked at some great pictures of brownies that 
wore very different uniform to the uniform that 
brownies wear today.  
 
Volcanoes are being constructed from papier 
maché and plastic bottles, and they are soon to 
erupt using bicarbonate of soda & vinegar! 
 
We are really pleased that this term our unit is 
full but we do have a waiting list, so if anyone 
would like to register a girl who is not yet 7 or 
would like more information, please contact:   

Margaret Whalley 01638 716939 



Diary Dates 
 

 Date Day Time Event Location Information 

D
ec

 

10th  Sat 15:00 Thurlow School 
Christmas Fayre 

Thurlow 
School 

 

17th  Sat 18:30 Christmas Concert 
Followed by Mulled Wine 

& Refreshments 

Great 
Thurlow 
Church 

Jane Sheppard 
783209 

 
 

General Information: Opening Times Over The Festive Season 
 

Thurlow Village Shop Thurlow Garage 

Christmas Eve: 7am – 3pm Christmas Eve: 8am – 1pm 

Christmas Day: Closed Christmas Day: Closed 

Boxing Day: Closed Boxing Day: Closed 

Tuesday 27th Dec: 10am – 2pm Tuesday 27th Dec: Closed 

Wednesday 28th Dec: 10am – 2pm Wednesday 28th Dec: Closed 

Thursday 29th Dec: 8am – 5:30pm Thursday 29th Dec: 8am – 6pm 

Friday 30th Dec: 8am – 5:30pm Friday 30th Dec: 8am – 6pm 

Saturday 31st Dec: 8am – 4pm Saturday 31st Dec: 8am – 1pm 

Sunday 1st Jan: 10am – 12 noon Sunday 1st Jan: Closed 

Monday 2nd Jan: 8am – 5:30pm Monday 2nd Jan: Closed 

 

TKHeat 783654 Check Your Heating Oil 

On-call Over Christmas & New Year Please remember to check you heating oil and 
order, if required, as soon as possible as 

unavailability and prices rise the closer you get 
to Christmas. 

 
Also if you can lock your tanks filler cap then do 
as most fuel thieves know your tank will be full 

over Christmas.  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

“As we‟ve just moved to Little Thurlow we‟d like 
to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and thank 
you all for making us feel so welcome so 
quickly.  
 
We‟re looking forward to many happy years 
ahead here in the „house on the hill‟ and to 
growing into the community. Thanks, too, for 
the many positive comments about the trees! 
Anyone who‟d like to pop in for a cup of tea is 
always welcome. 
 
Merry Christmas and a happy new year, 
Will, Kate, Alice (4) and Elodie (2) Griffiths” 

Andy & Sue of White Cottage, The Green, 
Little Thurlow wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas, good health and happiness for 
2012. Hope you all follow through with your 
new years resolutions and lets not forget 
those less fortunate than us all over the 

world. Donation sent to Cancer Research. 

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year from 
Tim and Kevin, 105 
Crown Hill, Great 
Thurlow. Keep safe and 
warm this Christmas. 

A warm welcome to everyone who is 
celabrating Christmas in the Thurlows this 
year for the very first time, including.....  
 
James Hutt and Emily McCorquodale living 
in Tilbrooks, Little Thurlow. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRADITIONAL HOME REARED 

“OVEN READY” 

 

BRONZE TURKEYS 

FREE RANGE GEESE 

 

Orders for Christmas  

Now Being taken 

 

Ian Wylie 

Park Cottage, Carlton 

 

Tel. 01223 290907 

Mobile 077699 565533 

 

Thurlow School 

Christmas Fayre 
 

 
Saturday - 10th December 

 

Thurlow School 3pm to 5pm 
 

FREE ENTRY 
Father Christmas Will Be There! 



Monthly Church Service Rota 
 

Date Day Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event 
4th Dec Sun 9:30 

Kedington 
Family Holy 
Communion 

11:00 
Great Bradley 

Holy 
Communion 

18:00 
Little Wratting 
Sung Compline 

 

11th 
Dec 

Sun 9:30 
Barnardiston 

Holy Communion 

9:30 
Kedington 

Service of the 
Word 

11:00 
Great Thurlow 

Holy 
Communion 

11:00 
Great Wratting 
Service of the 

Word 

     18:00 
Little Wratting 
Sung Compline 

16th 
Dec 

Fri 19:00 
Great Wratting 
Carol Service 

   

18th 
Dec 

Sun 10:00 
Great Wratting 
Benefice Family 

Communion 

15:00 
Great Bradley 
Carol Service 

16:00 
Kedington 

Carol Service 

18:30 
Little Wratting 
Carol Service 

24th 
Dec 

Sat 15:00 
Kedington 
Crib Service 

18:00 
Little Bradley 
Carol Service 

19:00 
Barnardiston 
Carol Service 

23:30 
Kedington 

Midnight Mass 

25th 
Dec 

Sun 10:00 
Great Thurlow 

Holy Communion 

   

Date Day Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event 
1st  
Jan 

Sun 9:30 
Kedington 
Family Holy 
Communion 

11:00 
Great Bradley 

Holy 
Communion 

  

8th  
Jan 

Sun 9:30 
Barnardiston 

Holy Communion 

9:30 
Kedington 

Service of the 
Word 

11:00 
Little Thurlow 

Holy 
Communion 

11:00 
Great Wratting 
Service of the 

Word 

15th  
Jan 

Sun 10:00 
Little Wratting 
Benefice Family 

Communion 

   

22nd  
Jan 

Sun 8:00 
Kedington 

Holy Communion 
(said) 

9:30 
Great Thurlow 

Holy 
Communion 

11:00 
Great Wratting 

Holy 
Communion 

18:00 
Kedington 
Evensong 

29th  
Jan 

Sun 10:00 
Little Bradley 

Benefice Family 
Communion 

   

 

 
  



Christmas Message From 
Our New Rector 
 
Rev. Derek Hollis 
 
What, for you, might be the 
non-negotiable elements of 
Christmas? What for you are 
those ingredients of Christmas 
without which you cannot 
envisage having to do? What 
could you not forgo? I rather 
imagine that there are as many 
ways of celebrating Christmas 
as there are families, and each 

family may well have its own ideas as to what they do or do not do on Christmas Day. Of course 
today is celebrated in slightly different ways in different countries of the world. I seem to recall that 
in Germany most of the celebration happened on Christmas Eve, and I believe that in Australia 
Christmas Day is often observed with a barbecue on the beach. In a certain house on the 
outskirts of Leicester a certain Mr. and Mrs. Hollis for many years ate pork pie for their breakfast. I 
don‘t know quite why, but for breakfast on Christmas Day and Boxing Day in the Hollis house 
there was grapefruit instead of cereal, and pork pie to follow, with toast and marmalade. Now I 
have to say that we didn‘t overdo things in our family over Christmas. Nor, to be fair, did we go 
without. But Christmas was a quiet time. Not for us the noisy parties. Not for us the mountains of 
food, not for us the alcohol. But if it was quiet we still enjoyed it.  
 
So back to that question, what are those elements of Christmas which for you are non-
negotiable? It may be the over indulging - the food and the drink. It may be the tree. Many 
households seem to favour having a real tree - as if Christmas wouldn‘t be Christmas without a 
real tree. Maybe that‘s you. For many years all I had was a small artificial one - which was second 
hand when I got it a long time ago for 50p. in a jumble sale. One year I remember I was ill for a 
while before Christmas, and so busy that it never actually got put up at all. So for me the tree is 
not that important. For some people part of Christmas is about going away: they like to get away 
at Christmas.  
 
For many people Christmas is about company, about togetherness, being among family or with 
friends. Richmal Crompton wrote about a certain William Brown: ―William awoke and rubbed his 
eyes. It was Christmas Day - the day to which he had looked forward with mingled feelings for 
twelve months. It was a jolly day, of course - presents and turkey and staying up late. On the 
other hand, there were generally too many relations about, too much was often expected of one, 
the curious taste displayed by people who gave one presents often marred one‘s pleasure‖. I 
suspect that for William presents and turkey and staying up late were non-negotiable elements of 
the day, but that he would willingly have foregone the presence of the extra relations. That 



―curious taste‖ of the people giving presents is a thought taken up by Betjeman of course in his 
Christmas poem. ―And girls in slacks remember dad, and oafish louts remember mum, and 
sleepless children‘s hearts are glad....‖ The family of a Vicar with whom I used to work in Leicester 
heard that poem on Christmas Day every year - that was part of their Christmas tradition. It goes 
on to talk of the ―loving fingers tying strings, around those tissued fripperies, the sweet and silly 
Christmas things, bath salts and inexpensive scent, and hideous tie so kindly meant‖.  
 
We must spare a thought for all those whose Christmas celebrations will be marred by the 
absence of one of their number. I am always conscious at this time of the year of those who have 
lost loved ones during the last twelve months and for whom Christmas holds loneliness and fear 
and dread. Last Christmas my mother had not long died; this year in August my father died. For 
some, togetherness and family are difficult words. And as we think today of the birth of the Prince 
of Peace we are so very conscious aren‘t we of the lack of peace in the world? We think of the 
war against terrorism, and of the ongoing conflicts around the world. We are very conscious too 
that peace and goodwill are not always manifested within our own church or community. The 
American poet Longfellow wrote a poem which speaks of Christmas in war-time, but which looks 
forward in hope to a time when right will prevail. He begins ―I heard the bells on Christmas Day, 
their old familiar carols play, and wild and sweet the words repeat, of peace on earth, good will to 
men..... Then from each black accursed mouth the cannon thundered in the south, and with the 
sound the carols drowned of peace on earth, goodwill to men..... And in despair I bowed my head 
‗There is no peace on earth, I said, for hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, 
goodwill to men.‘‖ But in his final verse he says ―Then pealed the bells more loud and deep. ‗God 
is not dead; nor doth He sleep! The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth, good 
will to men!‘‖ So amongst the conflict of this world we continue to proclaim peace on earth and 
goodwill among men. But back to those words of John Betjeman. ―And is it true ?‖ he asks ―And is 
it true, this most tremendous tale of all, seen in a stained glass window‘s hue, a baby in an ox‘s 
stall, the maker of the stars and sea become a child on earth for me ? For if it is no love that in a 
family dwells, no carolling in frosty air, nor all the steeple-shaking bells can with this single truth 
compare - that God was man in Palestine and lives today in bread and wine.‖ 
 
There is what for us as Christians is the non-negotiable ingredient of Christmas: that we take time 
to reflect on the incarnation, the birth of that baby over two thousand years ago. For without that 
birth Christmas wouldn‘t be Christmas for me, or for you, or for any of us. One Christian minister 
wrote this ―One of those very cold days, a strange things came to our house. It was a bundle of 
clothes; at least that is what it looked like. So we began to take it apart. First of all there was a 
waterproof. Underneath that there was a woolly coat. There was a beret too and a scarf and one 
or two cardigans and a pair of long trousers. Underneath everything, quite hidden by all the 
clothes, was a little boy. Christmas is a bit like that. It comes to us, all wrapped up in so many 
things, crackers and presents and turkey and holly, Christmas cards and Christmas cake. All very 
nice wrappings, but only the wrappings. What matters at Christmas time is that little boy - 
sometimes quite hidden under the wrappings - the little boy Jesus, who came to this world to be 
the friend of us all.‖ Let‘s not lose the baby amongst all the trimmings and wrapping paper. I wish 
you all a very happy Christmas. 
 



Caring For Your Pets At Christmas Time 
 
After asking Kevin if he wanted a veterinary based article for the 
magazine the time has now come to start writing it, but I am 
struggling to decide where to start – so here goes article one. 
A quick bit of background, I graduated from Royal Veterinary 
College in 2009. I then went to work for a charity in the Cook 
Islands for 1 month, before coming back to my home county of 
Suffolk. Having grown up in Felixstowe I was lucky to get a job 
not far from home and began working at Homefield Road in 
Octover 2009. After a year of living next to the boss and above 
the practice in Hawkedon, Scott and I moved to Thurlow last 
October and we love living in the village.  
 

We have a naughty ginger cat called ‗Ralph‘ who can often be seen striding down Broad Road as 
if he owns the place, and recently has been spending many an evening having an altercation with 
a new tabby. We have also got three Indian Runner Ducks, ‗Jemima‘, ‗Arabella‘ and ‗Jeffery‘ - 
their antics in their paddling pool provide us with hours of entertainment. 
 
Now for the main bulk, the idea is to be an animal based article, commenting on things being seen 
commonly or at that time of year. If you have any vet related questions you would like answering 
then please email them to homefield@hawkedonvets.com and I will either reply individually or in 
the article. 
 
This month I thought I would broach the subject of Christmas and winter toxicities, although its a 
fun time for everyone, the odd treat for your pet can end up with disastrous consequences, and I 
am on duty over the festive period!  
 
Chocolate is something that most people are aware is toxic to dogs, but do you know which part 
of it is? Theobromide and Caffiene found in chocolate both play a part in causing illness. In 
general dark chocolate contains the most and is most dangerous to animals, white chocolate is 
the least offensive. Chocolate toxicity will affect the intestines causing vomiting or diarrhoea, the 
cardiovascular system causing arrhythmias and the central nervous system causing hyperactivity, 
seizures or even comas.  
 
Christmas dinner can also play an important part in the amount of animals I treat over the 
Christmas period. Although it is nice to treat your dog to something yummy while you watch the 
Queen‘s speech, it can be dangerous to them. The whole dinner can be very fatty which can - and 
does - cause pancreatitis. This then means hospitalisation, generally following on from large 
amounts of vomiting and diarrhoea and an animal in lots of pain.  
 
Bones especially turkey bones can and will get stuck, if not in the throat, then in the intestines 
causing obstructions and/or tears along the way. In the best case the dog can clear the blockage 



by being sick. In the worst case constipation, will occur and then an enema will be needed to fully 
clear the dog out. Not something anyone fancies after a glass or two of eggnog! 
 
Onions can also have potentially fatal affects on cats. Once consumed they can cause a type of 
haemolytic anaemia called Heniz Body Anaemia. This can then lead to irreparable kidney 
damage. For dessert, raisins or grapes, as found in Christmas pudding, also cause kidney 
damage. Although slightly worse to a large amount in one go, is a small amount over a prolonged 
period of time. 
 
Within the house tinsel and toys are particularly attractive to cats and so tempting for them to play 
with – however similar to bones they tend to get stuck. One recollection is of a young dog who ate 
a glass bauble as he thought it would be fun to play with – luckily nothing too serious happened to 
him, but there is always a risk. 
 
A number of seasonal plants are also toxic to pets if there are nibbled at or eaten. Ivy is moderate 
to very toxic, the leaves and berries of holly are moderate to very toxic also. All parts of mistletoe, 
although lovely to have a quick kiss under, is toxic to pets, especially the berries. Christmas 
greens and trees tend to be low in toxicity they just have needles that can get stuck in pads, or in 
one case last year in the eye of a very well behaved cat. Poinsettias are generally low in toxicity, 
but Lilies are toxic to cats. 
 
Outside, there tends to be only one main killer we see during the winter. Antifreeze, ethylene 
glycol is toxic to dogs but highly toxic to cats. Because it is sweet they are often drawn to licking it. 
Very small amounts can cause kidney damage due to the formation of calcium oxalate. The only 
possible chance of treatment is through intravenous alcohol but very very rarely has good 
outcomes. Generally the animal has to be put to sleep to prevent hours of suffering due to 
intoxication. 
 
So I think that just about covers everything and is the end of article one. I hope that it will save 
some of you a mad panic over the festive period with a poorly pet. If you do have any questions 
you want answered then please email me.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
Gemma Ninnmey 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thurlow Post Office & Newspapers 
Orders now being taken for Fruit & Vegetable Boxes for 

Christmas and New Year. Just let us know what you want & 
when and we will deliver to your door! 

 

Taste real turkey this Christmas. Order your Waterhall 
Traditional Suffolk Farm Fresh Christmas turkey today. 

 

Free delivery to your door or collect from the shop. 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Naomi and the Team 

 

Thurlow Post Office & Store: 783214 

Thurlow Newspapers: 783923  



 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newmarket Delicatessen 
3 Sun Lane, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 8EW 

 
Brings to you 

Fresh seasonal vegetable box delivery 
Boxes to suit every household starting from £8.00 

with free delivery 
 

What you can add to your box 
Local organic breads - Local handmade pies and cakes 

Jams and marmalades - Wide range of meats and cheeses 
Teas and coffee 

 
All the items we sell are of the finest quality in their field. 

Enquiries: 10:00-5:30 01638 663899 
Please feel free to visit us in Newmarket. 

Holistic Therapies.  

Natural Remedies.  

 

 
 

Our Ref lexology, Reiki, Massage and 

Relaxation treatments can help relieve stress, 

tension and fatigue, soothe pain, ease 

headaches, promote restful sleep and more.  

 

We help men, women and children of all 

ages lead healthier lives, often when 

traditional medicine  cannot provide answers.  

 

The Healing House  

Great Bradley  Saffron Walden and 

Newmarket  

01223 654552 

www.thehealing -house.com  

 



INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS.   This is a brief guide, intended especially for newcomers to 
the villages, with information about the facilities and services available locally and some useful 
telephone numbers and addresses. 
 

Services and Societies in our Parishes Telephone 
Thurlow Village Stores and Post Office – Naomi Sharrod      01440 783214 

Thurlow News – Naomi Sharrod 01440 783923 

Thurlow Garage – Ray Sharrod 01440 783248 

The Cock Inn – Giles and Janie Reardon-Smith 01440 783224 

Plumbing Services – TKHeat – Kevin Crowson 07966 208794 
01440 783654 

Parish Clerk – Little Thurlow – Molly Hawkins 01440 783259 

Parish Clerk – Great Thurlow – Diana Allin 01440 783560 

Thurlow CEVC School – Roz Bunting, Head Teacher 01440 783281 

Thurlow Pre-School – Helen Frost (thurlowpreschool@hotmail.co.uk.) 01440 783688 

Thurlow Mother and Toddlers – Claire Yallop and Helen Morley 01440 783975 

Thurlow Fayre – Janice Klimcke and Diana Allin 01440 783626 
01440 783560 

Thurlow Sports Club Secretary – Allan Loveday 01440 707416 

Thurlow Village Hall Committee – Janice Klimcke 01440 783626 

Thurlow Village Hall Bookings – Diana Allin 01440 783560 

Woodcraft Folk – Activities for ages 5-13 – Diana Allin 01440 783560 

Thurlow Womens Institute – President Ann Tipper 01440 783090 
 
 

Emergency Telephone 
Police Response – any officer, non emergency 101 

Police Response – Emergency 999 

Suffolk Fire Service 01284 558888 

EDF (Electricity) 24 hour Emergency helpline 0800 783883 

Anglian Water 24 hour Emergency Helpline (water/sewage) 08457 145145 

British Telecom 24 hour fault reporting 0800 800151 

Floodline 24 hour with recorded update 0845 9881188 

In case of disaster or village is cut off, go to Thurlow Village Hall. 
Key Holder is Diana Allin – 89a Hill House, Great Thurlow 

01440 783560 

 

 



Community Contacts Telephone 
Churches – Stourhead Benefice – Rev. Derek Hollis 01440 763066 

Haverhill Social Services 01440 764949 

Haverhill Citizens Advice Bureau 01440 704012 

St Edmundsbury Borough Council Planning 01284 763233 

District Councillor – Robert Clifton-Brown 01440 783562 

St Edmundsbury Borough Council 01284 763233 

St Edmundsbury Borough Council (Haverhill office) 01440 702271 

County Councillor – Jane Midwood 01440 821428 

Suffolk County Council General Enquiries 08456 066067 

Age Concern – Mary Hilton 01440 783649 

Thurlow Estate – Tim Barling, Estate Agent 
Thurlow Estate – Tom Duffin, Assistant to Estate Agent 

01440 783661 

Libraries – Haverhill 
Libraries – Bury St Edmunds 
A mobile library visits the villages on alternate Mondays stopping at Sowley Green 11.30-
11.40am, 109 Bury Road, Great Thurlow 11.45-12.10pm and Little Thurlow Green, 1 
Coronation Villas 12.45-1.00pm. 

01440 702638 
01284 352545 

Suffolk Radio – BBC FM 103.9 or 104.6 01473 250000 

Refuse Collection 
Every Friday early morning – Black bin on week one, blue and brown bin week two 
alternating 

01284 757320 

Environmental Health and Pest Control 01284 757084 
 
 

Health and Wellbeing Telephone 
Doctors – The Christmas Maltings and Clements Practice 
Doctors – Selby Practice 
Doctors – Stourhead Medical Practice 

08444 773543 
01440 702010 
01440 761177 

Chemist – Boots, Haverhill 
Chemist – Sainsburys Pharmacy 
Chemist – The Co—operative Pharmacy 

01440 702058 
01440 708043 
01440 702079 

Hospital – West Suffolk (Bury St Edmunds) 
Hospital – West Suffolk Accident and Emergency 
Hospital – Addenbrookes (Cambridge) 

01284 713000 
01284 713333 
01223 245151 

Vets – Swayne and Partners (Haverhill) 
Vets – Lida Vets (Newmarket) 
Vets – Hawkedon Veterinary Surgery 

01440 702007 
01638 560000 
01284 789428 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Copy deadline for the February issue is the 15th January 2012! 
View The Village Link online at www.littlethurlow.org 

Christmas 

Concert 
All Saintsô Church, Great Thurlow 

Saturday 17th December - 6:30pm 

Followed by Mulled Wine and Refreshments in Hall Barn  

Tickets £10 each (Thurlow Stores or on the door) 

Contact Jane Sheppard 783209 for further details. 

Proceeds will be shared between All Saintsô Church, 

Thurlow Hunt Supports Club and East Anglian 

Childrenôs Hospice at Milton 

 
The Ministry team 

along with our Rector 

have chosen this 
year, to hold 

celebrations on 

Christmas Day at  
All Saints Church,  

Great Thurlow . 

 
We would be so 

happy to welcome 

you all to Holy 
Communion at 

10.00am.  

 
Please do come  and 
join us for this very 

special occasion.  

 
 

 


