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EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE VILLAGE LINK 
 

To contact The Village Link Team please email  
TheVillageLink @TheThurlows.org.uk 

View The Village Link Online at  www.TheThurlows.org.uk 

Copy Deadline 15th Of Each Month 

Welcome to the first Village Link of 2015! 
It does seem a little late to say Happy New Year but hope that you all enjoyed the festive season and 
are looking forward to all that 2015 will bring. May it be a good year for us all. 
 
At the start of the year for the VL I would like to repeat my request for contributions to the Link and for 
feedback on both the regular articles and for suggestions for future content. What would you like to see 
in your VL? You can contact the VL at the email address below or contact me directly on the number 
above. Look forward to hearing from you! 
 
�$�I�W�H�U�� �O�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �Y�H�U�\�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �H�Y�H�Q�W���� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �L�V�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �7�K�X�U�O�R�Z�� �)�D�\�U�H�� �L�Q��
September. Everyone is encouraged to come to the first meeting on Thursday 5th February in the   
Village Hall. New ideas and new volunteers welcomed! The front cover shows the certificate from the 
East of England Air Ambulance for the donation made by the Fayre committee. This is always an      
extremely fun, well attended and successful event and a great opportunity to get involved. 
 
The Thurlow Playground Community fundraising is also going extremely well with a bike ride and social 
evening already planed for February, see page 15. 
 
Lots to do in the garden at this time of year preparing for the coming growing season as described by 
members of the gardening club. Gardens full of promise and some interesting meetings coming up too. 
The Gardening Club open evening in March (slightly ahead of myself I know but good to put the date in 
your diary now) promises to be an interesting talk with some great photographs so of interest to all you 
�J�D�U�G�H�Q�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���Q�R�����,���D�P���Q�R�W���E�H�L�Q�J���E�L�D�V�H�G���E�X�W���,���K�D�Y�H���V�H�H�Q���W�K�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V�«���H�[�W�U�D���S�L�H�F�H��
of cake to those who spot Henry our dog photobombing). 
 
�7�K�H���:�,���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���J�H�W���R�I�I���W�R���D���J�U�H�D�W���V�W�D�U�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���Z�L�W�K���-�H�U�H�P�\�¶�V���W�D�O�N����- always very popular and not to 
be missed. 
 
Plenty of fundraising activities and great social events already planned to enjoy and get involved in. And 
so 2015 begins....           
           Alison 
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Newspaper  
Deliveries 

 
 

The Post Office and Stores in Stradishall will consider delivering papers to The      
Thurlows and Bradleys if a sufficient number of people are interested.  
 
They are looking for another 30 households to make it feasible  
 
If anyone is interested please let Best One Stradishall Convenience Store have your 
contact details and potential newspaper requirements. You can contact them on 
01440 820125. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

The Christmas Concert was held in Great Thurlow Church on Saturday 20th            
December. It was lovely to see a full church. 
 
With ticket sales and donations we were able to send All Saints Church, Great Thurlow 
£335.00, East Anglia Children's Hospice at Milton £335.00 and The Thurlow Hunt   
Supporters Club £335.00. After the Concert we all went to the Thurlow Barn for 
mulled wine, sausage rolls and mince pies. 
 
Thanks go to all those who helped and supported the Concert. 
           Jane Sheppard 

Thanks from all of us who had a lovely evening to you Jane for organising the concert and to all 
the wonderful performers for making it such a success and a great start to Christmas! 

             Ed 

VILLAGE LITTER PICK - GREAT AND LITTLE THURLOW 

Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd March 2015 

Volunteers wanted to help with the spring litter pick.  

If you would like to help please contact  

Molly Hawkins on 01440 783259 or email mollyhawkins10@aol.com.   
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Little Thurlow Parish Council 
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LITTLE THURLOW PARISH COUNCIL met on 21st January 2015. 
 
The destruction of the grass bank outside Farthing House on Pound Green was 
raised by a Parishioner; formal discussion on this will take place at the February 
meeting.  
 
Flooding near the bridge on Church Road and ice forming on Broad Road were 
both matters which were discussed; those responsible for clearing adjacent 
ditches and drains have been contacted with a view to solving the problems. 
 
A Planning Application to reduce the height of conifers at The Firs had been      
approved by SEBC, as had an application to reduce overhanging limbs on trees at 
The Square. 
 
Concern was raised about damage caused by vehicles on The Green and this  
matter will be placed on the February Agenda. 
 
A broken Rights of Way sign between Larkspur and The Firs is to be reported. 
 
The date of the next meeting is 17th February 2015. 
 
      Molly Hawkins, Little Thurlow Parish Clerk 

Great Thurlow and Little Thurlow Joint Parish Council 
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Joint Great and Little Thurlow Parish Council Meeting held 
on 21st January 2015 
 
It was reported that, following village fund-raising events, various successful grant         
applications and financial support from the two Parish Councils and Thurlow Estate, it has 
been possible for a supplier to be appointed for the replacement play equipment. 
  
The sites were chosen for the proposed Vehicle Activated Signs in the two villages and it 
was reported that it is hoped that the proposed Inter-Village Sports Day will be held in the 
Summer. 
 
Thanks were expressed to those who had stepped forward to form a new Village Hall    
Committee and the cleaning of the War Memorial in Great Thurlow is to be investigated. 
 
The next Joint Village Litter Pick will be held over the weekend of 21st/22nd March 2015 
and the date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 16th June 2015 at 7.30pm. 

         Diana Allin �± Parish Clerk 
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PART-TIME PARISH CLERK VACANCY  
GREAT WRATTING PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Great Wratting Parish Council is seeking an organized, computer-literate person for             
appointment as Clerk to the Council.  Experience not essential but would be of 
some benefit. 
 
Role: The administration of the Council's business and finances, as Clerk 

and Responsible Financial Officer. 
 
Hours:       Approximately 5 hours a week (maximum 25 hours a month). 
 
Salary:   Between £9.00 and £10.30 per hour, according to skills and     

experience.  Allowance towards office expenses. 
 
Holiday:        28 hours a year. 
 
Meetings:        Six scheduled Council meetings a year plus Annual Village    
        Meeting. 
 
Training:       The Council will arrange and pay for attendance at training  
        courses as appropriate. 
 
Contact:   Gavin Acheson, Chairman, at gavin.acheson@farrer.co.uk or 0203 

375 7393 or Emma White, Clerk, at gtwrattingpc@yahoo.co.uk or 
07792445030 for more info. 

�&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���D�O�O���E�X�G�G�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�R�U�\���W�H�O�O�H�U�V�«�« 
 
The Village Link is still looking for junior reporters. If you would like to 
contribute an article or story or report on an event you attended we 
�Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���G�H�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���W�R���K�H�D�U���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�����,�W���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H���O�R�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���P�D�W�W�H�U���L�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���L�V�V�X�H�� 
 
Get in touch with Alison on 01440 783478 or email the Village Link! 
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Celebratory farewell to Anne Roberts 
Friends from Great Wratting and surrounding villages recently gathered to celebrate Anne 
�5�R�E�H�U�W�¶�V���������\�H�D�U�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���D�W���*�U�H�D�W���:�U�D�W�W�L�Q�J���E�H�I�R�U�H���V�K�H���P�R�Y�H�V���W�R���K�H�U���Q�H�Z���K�R�P�H�����0�U���	���0�U�V��
Corbett kindly hosted the party at Great Wratting Hall, with Mr Corbett providing the following 
�U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���$�Q�Q�H�¶�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H 
 

Anne has inevitably become closely identified with the village of Great Wratting having 
lived in the village for over six decades. Anne married Keith Roberts in 1953 and    
immediately moved into Hill Farm Great Wratting from where Keith helped his father at 
Hall Farm. In 1961, Anne moved into Hall Farm Great Wratting where she stayed for 
over 30 years, until the house was sold by the Thurlow Estate in 1992. For the next 22 
years Anne was conveniently housed at Willow Hall which allowed her to retain her 
close links with the village until very recently when she moved into Great Thurlow prior 
to her imminent move into sheltered accommodation in Bury St Edmunds. 
 
Anne's contribution to the community has, over the years, included Church Warden, 
Parish Councillor, mainstay of the local Conservative branch for over two decades and 
some 25 years supporting the local Girl Guides. Her many friends both in and outside 
the village view her departure to Bury St Edmunds with some concern as we will all 
miss her enormously but can take comfort from the fact that she will not be too far 
away and that come the first Saturday in June she may well be back under the       
Wellingtonia, in the garden of Great Wratting Hall, selling Raffle tickets for the village 
fete just as she has done for so many years! 

 
Great Wratting Village wish Anne every happiness in her new home. 
 
On behalf of everyone in The Thurlows and at the Village Link, I would like to add our very best 
wishes to Anne and to wish you a very happy new home Anne! (Alison) 
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Thurlow WI 

THURLOW WI REPORT 
Thurlow WI met for their January meeting with Arline Vollam presiding. She welcomed all 
members and four visitors. She gave notice of all future events to be held by the          
Federation. She said that fifty two pounds had been collected from members in lieu of  
exchanging Christmas cards which would be sent to St Nicholas Hospice in memory of their 
late treasurer Jean Lansdell. Kate Griffiths and Olive Jeffrey had delivered seventeen  
Christmas gifts to all the over eighties in the village and letters of thanks had been       
received. Our speaker was Barry Stevenson for an Antiques Road Show. He was delighted 
to see that we had such a varied show for him to examine. He started off with some very 
old wind-up tin toys. Other items were dolls, jewellery, pots, dishes, paintings and even 
part of a table, all in all a very interesting collection. 
Winners this month were Janice Klimcke and Iris Eley. 
�1�H�[�W���P�R�Q�W�K���L�W���L�V�� �R�X�U�� �\�H�D�U�O�\�� �Y�L�V�L�W���I�U�R�P�� �R�X�U�� �E�L�U�G���H�[�S�H�U�W���-�H�U�H�P�\�� �0�\�Q�R�W�W���� �+�L�V�� �W�D�O�N���L�V�� �W�L�W�O�H�G���³�*�R��
�:�H�V�W�<�R�X�Q�J���0�D�Q�´�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D�Q���R�S�H�Q���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�R���E�R�W�K���P�D�O�H���D�Q�G���I�H�P�D�O�H�����Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���L�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
our most popular meeting. There is a £1 entry fee for a cuppa and a raffle ticket. The talk 
will be on Tuesday 10th February at 7. 30 pm in the Village Hall. Do come and join us. 
           Iris Eley 
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Ever thought about joining the Women’s Institute? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are 100 years old this year and in Thurlow we are 70 next year so we are 
�Y�H�U�\���Z�H�O�O���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�Q�G���D�U�H���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��

UK with 212,000 members. 
 

In Thurlow, we are a group of around 20 who meet once a month and every 
month we have something interesting to either listen to or learn how to do. 

 
Membership is only £36 for a full year and includes a monthly magazine and 

access to lots of events and activities locally and nationally. 
 

Here is the programme for Thurlow in 2015. All meetings start at 7.30 pm in 
Thurlow Village Hall unless otherwise stated: 
 
Feb 10th  Jeremy Mynott thrills us with his talk on birdlife 
Mar 10th  �3�O�D�\���³�1�D�P�H���7�K�D�W���7�X�Q�H�´���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���D���V�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J 
Apr 14th  Old Fashioned Games Evening 
June 9th  The History of Dolls Houses 
July 14th  Garden meeting with strawberries and cream 
Aug 11th  A Year in the Garden talk 
Sept 8th  Debden Farm shop owner tells us his story 
Oct 13th  Learning to paint with watercolours 
Nov 10th  Learn how to fold serviettes into different shapes 
Dec 8th  Christmas Dinner night out 

 
New members are always welcome 

 
You can register your interest through www.wi.org.uk , or telephone the      

regional office at Fornham St Genevieve on 01284 754520 or speak to one of 
the members in the village. 
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�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���F�K�H�F�N���R�X�W���W�K�H���7�K�X�U�O�R�Z���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� 
Keep looking as the site is updated regularly. 

WWW.THETHURLOWS.ORG.UK 

HAPPY MEMORIES OF MY THURLOW CHILDHOOD 
By 

Doris Rowlinson 
 

When I moved to the village in 1929 (age 5) Great Thurlow Hall was the seat of 
Charles Foster Ryder JP.  He was the principal landowner, and his wife Mrs CF Ryder 
took a very keen interest in village life, always helping the residents, particularly 
young people. She formed the Girls Friendly Society of which I was a member and I 
became involved in many activities. Mrs Ryder was helped by Mrs Senior, wife of the 
Estate Agent who lived in Melton House, Great Thurlow. We were taught Country and 
Maypole dancing which we performed at various village functions. For the Country 
dancing we wore green dresses with white collars and cuffs and long dresses and 
bonnets for the Maypole dancing. Our dresses were made with help from my mother 
and Mrs Senior.  
 

The Reading Room and Recreation Room with the 
clock tower were erected in 1903 by Viscount  
Hambleden, head of the WH Smith empire. The 
clock was named Lady Esther after his wife. In my 
young days the Reading Room was used by the 
young men of the village. Members were always 
formally dressed.   

There were two billiard tables and always had a glowing fire. Mrs Arnold (Snr) who 
lived in the cottage nearby kept it clean. In later years it was used as a youth club.  

Thank you Doris for these memories, very interesting to read. Do you have memories 
of Thurlow? Please send them to the Village Link!  

Alison 
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Thurlow, Bradley and District Pre-school 

Website: http://www.thurlowpreschool.co.uk/ 
01440 783688 

 
 
 

 
Happy New Year to everyone from Thurlow Preschool! 

 
We welcome 2015 with some new children starting in the spring term with lots of exciting  
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���³�6�S�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���1�H�Z���/�L�I�H�´�� 
 
You may well see us welly-walking around the village collecting leaves, small sticks and acorns 
to use as spring colours and texture to create beautiful pictures. As well as making full use of 
the preschool garden encouraging the children to pretend to be gardeners using plastic      
gardening tools, hats, gloves, seeds, flower pots, flower packets and watering cans. 

The days of spring are here. 
Warm, sunny days are near. 

Birds in trees, flowers and bees, 
The days of spring are here. 

 

This term we will be using the Julia Donaldson books as a vocal point for our display boards 
with a 'dress up day' towards the end of half term. We would also like to take the opportunity 
to thank all the parents that attended our Christmas Party. The children sang beautifully and a 
surprise visit from Father Christmas was the highlight. 

 
 
Our next 'bag 2 school' collection will be on Friday 6th February 
at Thurlow Village Hall before 0900. We'll be sending the bags 
home soon but you can also use black bags to put old clothes, 
shoes, soft toys etc in. Please remember they DO NOT accept 
bedding or towels anymore 

 

For information on the Preschool please contact Helen on 
01440 783688 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.mpmschoolsupplies.com/ideas/bulletin-board-ideas/summer/&ei=jLe3VOWwDMirUbOrg4AM&bvm=bv.83640239,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFQYty_j7lNDVNSe5KYBNlV3KldVA&ust=14
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Thurlow Gardening Club 

THURLOW GARDENING CLUB REPORT 
Firstly Happy New Year from all of us at Thurlow Gardening Club. We hope you are all  
looking forward to a new gardening year as most certainly, we all are! The members of the 
Gardening Club have been busy planning the year ahead and after we had a Christmas   
get-together in The Cock Inn back in December, we knuckled down to some serious     
planning and ordering of seeds. In January we swapped and shared seed packets and   
orders and are all going to try something new. If the greenhouses are heated, a head start 
awaits. Sadly that is not me. 
 
�6�R�� �K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �Z�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�G�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�¶�V�� �*�D�U�G�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �&�O�X�E�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�� �O�R�R�N�V�� �O�L�N�H���� �7�K�H�U�H��
will be an open evening in March if you just want to come along to the Village Hall and see 
if you like our set up - no obligations of course and no membership fee! 
 
Feb 9th   �'�D�Z�Q�¶�V���+�R�X�V�H��- Planning and deciding on community work 
Mar 13th  Open Evening and guest speaker at the Village Hall from 7pm 
Apr 10th  Planning for Thurlow Fayre categories 
May 8th  Sprucing up the Village Hall garden 
Jun 12th  Visit to Paugers Nursery 
Jun 21st  Outing to Bury in Bloom 
Jul 10th  �9�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�¶���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V 
Aug 14th  Garden barbeque - venue tbc 
Sept 11th  Gardeners Question Time at Village Hall 
Oct 9th   Pumpkin Carving ( home-grown ideally) 
Nov 13th  Setting the agenda for 2016 
Dec 11th  Xmas lunch or dinner 
 
�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J�� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �I�X�Q�� �\�H�D�U���� �V�R�� �Z�K�\�� �Q�R�W�� �M�R�L�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�Q���� �H�Y�H�Q�� �L�I�� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�¶�W�� �P�D�N�H�� �D�O�O�� �R�I�� �W�K�H����������
meetings, you are most welcome. 
 
         Dawn Abbey (783646) 

Thurlow Gardening Club  
invite you to an  

Open Evening and Talk on Great Thurlow Hall Gardens 
Throughout the Year 

Friday March 13th 
by Head Gardener Stephen Moore 

7.00pm for 7.30pm start 
 

Turn up on the night, £2 entry to cover cost of tea and cake 
Stephen will tell you how he maintains the garden, what plants 
thrive where and may even have some top tips for you to take 
back to your own garden. 
 
Your gardening questions will also be answered. 
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Tales from our Garden 

Tales From the Garden 
by 

Tom and Jean Gibbons 
 

It is frequently said that gardeners live longer because they are always looking ahead- 
planning what seeds to buy, what plants to buy, when to do what in the garden. February 
is a good month for planning, looking forward to the approaching spring and often the start 
of the seed-sowing programme. At the time of writing this, planning is all I can do as the 
ground is saturated after the wettest of winters �±I have surface water on the lawn and 
around the garden, all courtesy of the wonderful Suffolk clay!! 
 
2015 - will be our 3rd year in Suffolk, having moved here in late 2012.  
2013 - �Z�D�V�� �D�� �\�H�D�U�� �R�I�� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W�� �Z�R�U�N�� �W�K�H�� �6�X�I�I�R�O�N�� �F�O�D�\����������������
defeating even an industrial tiller! So we decided on raised beds and these were installed 
during the year. 
2014 - �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���\�H�D�U���R�I���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\�����G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���J�U�H�Z���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���L�Q���R�X�U���U�D�L�V�H�G���E�H�G�V 
2015 - based on what we have learned, this will hopefully be a more successful and      
productive year, remembering that any failure is another opportunity for planning and  
looking ahead to another year. 
�:�H�H�G�V�����*�R�G���E�O�H�V�V���µ�H�P�� 
1) A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill except for learning how to grow 
in rows. 
2) When the lawn is parched and brown, why is there lush green grass between the patio 
slabs. 
�������7�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���Z�H�H�G���D�Q�G���D���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���S�O�D�Q�W�"���,�I���L�W���S�X�O�O�V���X�S���H�D�V�L�O�\�����L�W�¶�V���D���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H��
plant. 
4) Weeds grow at precisely the rate you pull them out. 
5) After all, a weed is merely a plant growing in the wrong place. 
 
One of the effects of this wet winter, is that many of the nutrients will have been leeched 
from the soil. Shrubs and especially fruiting bushes and trees will require an early boost to 
help them recover. I plan (that word again) to give a good handful or two of both      
Bonemeal and Growmore to my currant, berry and topfruit bushes/trees as soon as I can 
get on the ground without splashing! 
�2�W�K�H�U���M�R�E�V���W�R���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�«���� 
Soon you will be needing trays and pots �± ensure these have been washed and are now 
clean. 
Near the end of the month, prune late-flowering Clematis to around 10 inches from ground 
Cut back all winter-flowering shrubs such as Viburnum and Mahonia 
Sow vegetable seeds such as tomato, pepper, onion, leek and celeriac under cover 
Pruning of apples & pears should be completed by the end of the month. Cut all diseased, 
�G�D�P�D�J�H�G���D�Q�G���G�H�D�G���E�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V���W�K�H�Q���S�U�X�Q�H���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K���E�D�F�N���E�\���D���W�K�L�U�G�� 
Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to ground level. Summer-fruiting canes can be 
trimmed by 4-6 inches (or more, to the height you require) 
�&�X�W���R�I�I���D�O�O���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�Q���K�H�U�E�D�F�H�R�X�V���S�H�U�H�Q�Q�L�D�O�V 
Finally, plan (!!) to see what needs to be done next month. 
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Thurlow Estate News 
Sh

oo
t 

Shoot 
 
With the end of the shooting season now in sight the Keeper is working hard to 
keep the birds in the right locations as they have a tendency to wander off in 
January. We have two more days to go and then the Keeper can have a well 
earned break before the whole process starts again! 

W
oo

ds
 

Woods 
 
With the exception of one area of thinning, our subcontractors have managed to 
complete all of the programmed work for this year before the end of November 
�D�Q�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�W���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V��
work with the aim of starting in April and finishing in early October. 
 
Please be aware that we are expecting to finish our firewood delivery season this 
year in mid-March so please call the Estate Office on 01440 783661 or email 
firewood@thurlowestate.co.uk to order your load of seasoned hardwood before 
then. 
 

Fa
rm

 

Farm 
 
The farms managed to finish their sugar beet harvest and drill that land for wheat 
just before the real wet weather set in. 
 
The mild, wet weather that we have seen throughout December appears to have 
continued through into the new year and the most recent persistent rainfall has 
stopped all further land work. 
 
All other farm work revolves around hedge cutting and ditching �± this work needs 
to be completed before the start of the bird nesting season in March. 
 
Thankfully we have not yet seen the large numbers of slugs or pigeons on the 
Estate that we suffered from last year. It would appear that the pigeons still have 
a wealth of natural food available to them and are therefore not targeting our 
crops, but this can change relatively quickly and we need to continue to be 
vigilant and continue to protect our crops with bangers/scarers as and when 
needed. 
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H
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Hunt 
 
The Hunt had has some good days over the Christmas period with a very well 
attended Boxing Day Meet at Great Thurlow Hall. Obviously the waterlogged 
ground is restricting some of the usual hunting area but they are still managing to 
cover a good area and have some interesting days. 
 
Recently the North Cotswold Hunt visited and there was a field of over 80 riders. 
Hopefully a good day was had by all. 
 
�7�K�H���+�X�Q�W�V�P�D�Q���Z�L�O�O���V�K�R�U�W�O�\���E�H���³�P�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J�´���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�W�F�K�H�V���R�I�I���D�Q�G���V�R���Z�H���Z�L�O�O��
be expecting the first litters in March. 

Pr
op

er
ty

 
Property 
 
The recent mild weather was a blessing for the property maintenance team with 
very few call outs over the Christmas period. 
 
The external redecorations contracts for the 2015 season have been awarded to 
John W. Younger and Kingfisher Project Developments. Understandably however, 
no work will commence until late spring when the weather improves. 
 
We currently have several 2 and 3 bed properties to rent in and around the 
Thurlows. For further information please call the Estate Office on 01440 783 661. 

O
th

er
 E

ve
nt

s 

Other Events 
 
The dates for the Point to Point meetings at Horseheath are as follows: 
 

Sunday 1st February - The Cambridge and Enfield Chace Point to Point  
 
Saturday 28th February �± Thurlow Hunt Point to Point. 
 
Saturday 28th March �± Puckeridge Hunt Point to Point. 

 
As always there will be various trade stands as well as hot and cold snacks and 
the beer tent and we very much hope that you will come and enjoy the racing. 
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Thurlow Fayre 

Thurlow Fayre 2015 
 

There will be a meeting on Thursday 5th February 7.00 pm at the Village 
Hall to decide whether the event will go ahead this year, if it does so the date 
will be Sunday 6th September. 
 
Although the Fayre is fortunate to have a number of long standing committee 
members who have contributed to its success over many years, it does, however 
require further people from the village as individuals or representing the        
community groups who have been recipients of donations to come forward to fill 
the following roles to help share the workload: 
 
Chair 
Vice Chair 
General Secretary 
Booking Secretary 
Publicity and Sponsorship Officer 
Grand Draw and Bottle Stall Collection Officer 
Village Liaison Co-ordinator 
 
The committee invites offers of help to either join the committee or in any other 
way that they feel they can be of use, providing assistance on the day, sourcing 
event contacts or providing fresh input on the format or attractions of the Fayre. 
  
The Fayre has received a certificate from East Anglian Air Ambulance to          
acknowledge receipt of the donation of £100 made by the committee. Meg Davies 
a Fundraising Officer of the EAAA, has advised that around £450 was raised on 
the day towards the Screwball Rally Group who attended the Fayre. Four car    
enthusiasts from Soham drove over 2,300 miles in just five days in their Mercedes 
Benz purchased for only £300 and customised in the style of Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. The Rally staged in September saw almost 100 cars complete the challenge 
driving through eight countries across Europe to Prague going out via Germany 
and coming back through Switzerland. The team were presented with the Best 
Fundraiser Award raising over £14,000 for East Anglian Air Ambulance. Meg    
Davies also advised that Mr Bill Rogers who displayed his Scalextric track at the 
Fayre raised over £1,200 throughout the summer for EAAA funds. 
 
Please contact Allan Loveday on 01440 707416 or email aloveday1953@btinternet 
to register an interest to support Thurlow Fayre Committee. Thank you. 
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Thurlow Playground Community Fundraising Update 

Thurlow Playground Community Fundraising Update 
 
You may well have purchased a raffle square or several for the Xmas Booze and 
Turkey raffle in December and many many thanks to those of you who did. 
 
The money raised will all go towards the community fundraising for the new  
playground at Thurlow sports field and shows how much the community are    
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���I�X�Q�G�V���U�D�L�V�H�G���D�V���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���L�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�¶�V���9�L�O�O�D�J�H���/�L�Q�N�� 
 
The raffle draw was held on Friday 12th December in The Cock and was drawn by 
Playground committee member Allan Loveday (see back page for photo).  
 
Lucky Winners were: 
Georgia Pike for the Turkey and Janice Klimcke for the Booze. Ladies, I hope you 
enjoyed them. 
 
In total we raised £178.00 - a great result! 
 
Please would you support the following future events in the villages to help us get 
to our target of starting to build by springtime: 

 
1. A family bike ride on Sunday 8th February at 10.30am which will start 
and end at Thurlow School car park and costs £5 per family. Some road cycling 
included but limited as much as possible. 

 
2. A social evening in Thurlow Village Hall on February 27th - Bring a 
bottle and plate and enjoy some music, socialising and maybe even a bit of 
dancing from 7.30pm. Children welcome too - £5 per couple or £8 per family 
ticket. 

 
For both events, please email  dawn.abbey@btinternet.com to confirm your place. 
 
Watch this space for more exciting events coming your way including a cake 
�V�D�O�H�« 
 
Thank you! 
 
          Dawn Abbey 
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Suffolk Family Carers 
 
 
 
 

Suffolk Family Carers is a local charity that provides information, support and guidance to family 
carers around Suffolk. We have been offering our services for over 25 years and one of the 
things we have learnt during that time is that people caring for another person at home,     
�S�H�U�K�D�S�V���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G���G�R�Q�¶�W���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���V�H�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���F�D�U�H�U�����W�K�H�\���M�X�V�W���V�H�H��
it as part of being husband, wife, father, mother, daughter, son, friend etc. Because of this, it 
becomes so easy to forget the importance of your own health and wellbeing as all of your 
physical and emotional effort and energy is spent on looking after that person, and others who 
may be involved such as siblings.  You may feel that your own needs do not matter at this time, 
but in order to provide care and support you do need to keep your own batteries charged. 
In 2015 Suffolk Family Carers will be working with our hospice colleagues in Suffolk to offer an 
information and support programme for those people caring for someone  nearing the end of 
their life.  There will be a series of five informal sessions that offer information and an          
opportunity to reflect and gain support from others in a similar situation. The programme will 
�U�X�Q�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �R�Q�H�V�� �V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�G�� �R�I�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���� �� �,�W�¶�V�� �D�L�P�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�� �W�K�H��
�I�D�P�L�O�\���F�D�U�H�U�¶�V���R�Z�Q���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q���W�K�H�\���F�D�U�H���I�R�U�� 
If you would like to find out more or to book you free place please call Carly on 01473 835420 
or email wellbeing@suffolkfamilycarers.org . 

   Carly Small, Senior Administrator, Mental Health and Wellbeing Service 
       Suffolk Family Carers  

 
 

St 
Nicholas 
Hospice 

Care 
 

Are you looking for a rewarding volunteering opportunity in Haverhill? 
We are a local charity providing care and support to people and their families in Haverhill and 
West Suffolk who are living with life shortening illnesses. We have lots of flexible voluntary work 
that is rewarding and worthwhile. If you would like to find out more please contact us on 01284 
715596 or pop in to the Burton Centre in Haverhill to see the team. 
 
You can also email us if you wish at volunteersdept@stnh.org.uk or through our facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/stnicholashospicecare 
 
      Emma Izod, HR Advisor, St Nicholas Hospice 



 

18 

O
ur

 R
ec

to
r 

W
rit

es
 

Our Rector Writes 

OUR RECTOR WRITES 
�³�7�H�D�F�K���P�H�����P�\���*�R�G���D�Q�G���.�L�Q�J�����L�Q���D�O�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�H�H���W�R���V�H�H�����D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���,���G�R���L�Q���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�����W�R���G�R���L�W��
�D�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�H���´�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�R�U�G�V�����Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���R�Y�H�U�����������\�H�D�U�V���D�J�R���E�\���*�H�R�U�J�H���+�H�U�E�H�U�W�������$��
man of aristocratic birth, he was for some years involved in the court of King James I, but 
eventually turned his mind to religion and was ordained.  He laboured faithfully and 
lovingly for the last three years of his life as the parson of a small hamlet near Salisbury.  
He was clearly well-liked, for many of his parishioners would join him and his family at his 
twice-daily services in church, with some of them even leaving their plough in the field 
when the church bell rang, in order to offer devotions to God with him.  Sadly he was to 
die of consumption at the age of only thirty-nine.  The Church of England remembers him 
in its calendar on February 27th. 
 
George Herbert is best 
known for his poems, four 
of which have become 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�U�� �K�\�P�Q�V���� �� �³�7�K�H�� �*�R�G��
�R�I�� �/�R�Y�H�� �P�\�� �6�K�H�S�K�H�U�G�� �L�V�´�� �L�V��
a beautiful paraphrase of 
the twenty-third psalm, 
which itself is familiar to us 
in various forms. The image 
of the Good Shepherd is 
probably one of the best 
known images in the Bible.  
Reading the hymn, we are 
�U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �*�R�G�¶�V��
presence with us and His 
life within us are sufficient 
to meet our every need.  
�³�:�K�L�O�H���+�H���L�V���P�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���,���D�P��
His, what can I want or 
�Q�H�H�G�"�´���D�V�N�V���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�������:�H��
read on as he develops this 
picture of the shepherd 
caring for his sheep.  
Remember that a shepherd 
in the Middle East would 
lead his sheep, not drive 
them from behind.  Herbert 
rejoices, as did the Psalmist 
many centuries earlier, in 
�W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�W�K�\���U�R�G���W�R��
�J�X�L�G�H�´�� �D�Q�G�� �³�W�K�\�� �V�W�D�I�I�� �W�R��
�E�H�D�U�´���� 
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Our Rector Writes 

�2�8�5���5�(�&�7�2�5���:�5�,�7�(�6���F�W�G�« 
�)�U�R�P���Y�H�U�V�H���W�K�U�H�H���Z�H���Q�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���F�D�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W���O�D�Y�L�V�K�H�G���X�S�R�Q���X�V���³�I�R�U���P�\���G�H�V�H�U�W�´�����E�X�W���U�D�W�K�H�U��
�³�I�R�U�� �K�L�V�� �K�R�O�\�� �Q�D�P�H���´�� �� �7�K�H�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�� �R�I�� �6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �:�H�V�W�P�L�Q�V�W�H�U�� �&�D�W�H�F�K�L�V�P���� �S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �R�X�W��
�W�K�D�W�� �³�0�D�Q�¶�V�� �F�K�L�H�I�� �H�Q�G�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �J�O�R�U�L�I�\�� �*�R�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �H�Q�M�R�\�� �+�L�P�� �I�R�U�� �H�Y�H�U���´�� �7�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�� �R�I�� �*�H�R�U�J�H��
Herbert both glorify God and encourage us to enjoy Him for ever.  In that hymn from 
�Z�K�L�F�K���,���T�X�R�W�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����Z�H���U�H�D�G���³�$�O�O���P�D�\���R�I���W�K�H�H���S�D�U�W�D�N�H�����Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���F�D�Q���E�H���V�R���P�H�D�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���W�L�Q�F�W�X�U�H�����)�R�U���W�K�\���V�D�N�H�����Z�L�O�O���Q�R�W���J�U�R�Z���E�U�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���F�O�H�D�Q���´ 
 
Our enjoyment of God, and our gratitude, leads us to praise and glorify His holy name. 
�³�6�H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �G�D�\�V���� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �V�H�Y�H�Q���� �,�� �Z�L�O�O�� �S�U�D�L�V�H�� �W�K�H�H�������´�� �6�R�� �U�H�D�G�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�R�V�H������������
well-�N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �K�\�P�Q�V���� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J�� �³���������� �H�¶�H�Q�� �H�W�H�U�Q�L�W�\�¶�V�� �W�R�R�� �V�K�R�U�W���� �W�R�� �H�[�W�R�O�� �W�K�H�H���´�� �� �/�H�W�� �X�V�� �S�U�D�\��
that in our witness as Christians to the loving care of our heavenly Father, we may shine 
out as a city set upon a hill, whose light cannot be hid, that all the world in every corner 
�P�D�\���L�Q�G�H�H�G���V�L�Q�J���³�0�\���*�R�G���D�Q�G���.�L�Q�J�´�������$�P�H�Q�� 
 

Derek Hollis   

 

Quiz Night 
 

In aid of Little Bradley Church 
 

with 

Fish & Chip Supper 
at 

The Garden Barn, Little Bradley 
on 

Friday 2oth February 2015 at 7.00pm 
 

A l l t ickets to be  purchased from M irjam G au lt  on 
01440 783756 (emai l roy wgau lt@tal k tal k .net). A du lt £10 

incl. meal, Child £7 incl. children’s meal. 
Please bring your own drinks & glasses 

Choice of fish, scampi or chicken with chips                           
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Feb—Mar 2015 Church Services 

Date Day Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event 

1st 
Feb Sun 9:30 HC 

Kedington 
11:00 HC 

Little Thurlow   

8th 
Feb Sun 9:30 HC 

Barnardiston 
9:30 SOTW 
Kedington 

11:00 HC     
Great Bradley  

15th 
Feb Sun 

10:00  
Benefice HC       

Little Wratting 
   

22nd 
Feb Sun 8:00 HC 

Kedington 
9:30 HC 

Little Bradley 
11:00 HC 

Great Wratting 
18:00 ES 

Kedington 

1st 
Mar Sun 9:30 HC       

Kedington 
11:00 HC      

Great Thurlow   

8th 
Mar Sun 9:30 HC 

Barnardiston 
9:30 SOTW 
Kedington 

11:00 HC     
Great Bradley  

The Benefice service rota is also provided online at http://
www.stourheadbenefice.org/Stourhead_Benefice/Service_Rota.html 

MOBILE LIBRARY  
The mobile library visits your community once a month 
(details in Whats On section) and carries a wide range of 
books. Anyone can visit their website (see below) and 
reserve a book, DVD, CD, large print etc in advance and 
pick it up the next time the mobile visits. You can borrow 
up to 20 items for eight weeks at a time, plus books can 
be borrowed from other libraries and returned to the  
mobile and vice versa. You can also get a wide range of 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���E�R�R�N�V���Y�L�D���W�K�H���P�R�E�L�O�H�� 

 There is also a new general enquiries telephone number for Suffolk Libraries �± 01473 
263838 and people can renew and reserve books online at www.suffolklibraries.co.uk 
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NATURE NOTE 
�,�� �Z�D�V�� �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �D�� �V�W�U�H�W�F�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�X�I�I�R�O�N�� �F�R�D�V�W�� �R�Q�� �1�H�Z�� �<�H�D�U�¶�V�� �'�D�\���� �Z�K�H�Q�� �,�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �D�Q��
unusual call overhead.  It was a deep throbbing bass note that seemed to reverberate in 
the clear frosty air, quite different from the other sounds from the marsh that day.  Now 
where did I last hear that call?  Oh yes, it was last autumn on a trip up to Northumberland 
when I was walking in the Cheviots.  Two large black birds took off from some crags, 
flapped a few times with slow, elastic wing-beats, and soared away over the moor making 
just that same kronk kronk �F�D�O�O���� �� �5�D�Y�H�Q�V���� �� �7�K�L�V�� �1�H�Z�� �<�H�D�U�¶�V�� �E�L�U�G���Z�D�V�� �I�L�U�V�W���,�¶�Y�H���V�H�H�Q�� �L�Q���W�K�H��
county of Suffolk, though. 
 
Ravens are the largest members of the crow family, much bigger than rooks or crows, and 
even larger than the buzzards we see around the village now.  In the nineteenth century 
they used to be common throughout Britain, but they were progressively hunted out in the 
south and east and until recently you could only see (or hear) them in the wilder parts of 
�:�D�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �:�H�V�W�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �R�U�� �L�Q�� �8�S�O�D�Q�G�� �%�U�L�W�D�L�Q���� �� �,�Q�G�H�H�G���� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H�Q�¶�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�D�V�\�� �W�R�� �V�H�H��
anywhere, having become very shy and wary birds �± as well they might.  But, like the  
buzzards, they are now making a comeback and are spreading eastwards again.  In the 
west they tend to nest on inaccessible cliff-faces or rocks, but as they spread back across 
the lowlands they are also using big trees, churches and other tall buildings, and are even 
nesting in cities again.  They are basically carrion-eaters, but are quite omnivorous and will 
take fruits, berries, seeds, insects, small animals and various kinds of city refuse.  They are 
also highly intelligent birds, as has been recognised from ancient times.  Aesop had a fable 
in which the raven is confronted by a pitcher half-�I�X�O�O���R�I�� �Z�D�W�H�U���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H���E�L�U�G���F�D�Q�¶�W���T�X�L�W�H��
reach down into far enough to drink.  So the raven drops in pebbles until the water level 
rises to the top.  Brilliant!  Modern scientists have often repeated that experiment and have 
�F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���W�K�H���E�L�U�G�¶�V���Y�H�U�\���K�L�J�K���,�4���L�Q���V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���S�X�]�]�O�H�V�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���Z�D�W�F�K���W�K�H�P���G�R�L�Q�J���L�W���R�Q��
Youtube). 
 
�:�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���E�O�D�F�N���K�X�O�N�L�Q�J���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�����F�U�R�D�N�L�Q�J���Y�R�L�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�����L�W�¶�V��
easy to see why the raven became a bird of myth and legend in so many cultures.  They 
were thought to be birds of omen, portending either good or bad fortune, according to 
belief.   Myths may sometimes need to be manipulated, though.  There is the old tradition 
�W�K�D�W�� �L�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�D�Y�H�Q�V�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �7�R�Z�H�U�� �R�I�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�� �I�R�U�V�D�N�H�� �L�W���� �%�U�L�W�D�L�Q�¶�V�� �G�R�Z�Q�I�D�O�O�� �Z�L�O�O��
soon follow.  During the Second World War the Tower birds were in fact all killed in   
bombing raids, so the keepers secretly brought in some new ones to keep up the national 
morale.   
 
�,�¶�P���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���P�\���U�D�Y�H�Q���R�Q���1�H�Z���<�H�D�U�¶�V���'�D�\���W�R���E�H���D���J�R�R�G���R�P�H�Q�������:�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I��
�G�R�L�Q�J���K�R�U�R�V�F�R�S�H�V���L�I���\�R�X���F�D�Q�¶�W���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W�"�����+�D�S�S�\���1�H�Z���<�H�D�U���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� 
 
Jeremy Mynott 
Lavender Cottage 
10 January 2015 
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Month Date Day Time Event Location Information 

Feb 1st Sun  

The Cambridge 
and Enfield 

Chace Point to 
Point  

Horseheath   

Feb 4th Wed 
11:45     

to     
12:10 

Mobile library 109 Bury Road       
Great Thurlow 01473 263838 

Feb 4th Wed 
12.45     

to     
13:05 

Mobile library 
Thurlow 

Sports Club 
Little Thurlow 

01473 263838 

Feb 4th Wed 
14:00     

to     
14:20 

Mobile library 

Coronation 
Cottages 

Great      
Wratting 

01473 263838 

Feb 5th Thur 19:00 
Thurlow Fayre 

Committee 
Meeting 

Thurlow    
Village Hall 

Allan Loveday 
01440707416 

Feb 6th Fri 09:00 Bag-to-School 
Collection 

Thurlow    
Village Hall  

Feb 8th Sun 10:30 Family Bike 
Ride 

Thurlow 
School Car 

Park 

Dawn Abbey 
01440 783646 

Feb 9th Mon tbc Thurlow     
Gardening Club 

�'�D�Z�Q���$�E�E�H�\�¶�V��
House 01440 783646 

Feb 10th Tue 19:30 WI meeting Thurlow    
Village Hall Iris Eley 

Feb 17th Tue 19:30 Little Thurlow 
PC meeting 

Thurlow    
Village Hall 

Molly Hawkins 
01440 783259 

Feb 20th Fri 19:00 Quiz Night 
The Garden 
Barn, Great 

Bradley 

Mirjam Gault 
01440 783756 

Feb 27th Fri 19:30 

Social Evening 
in aid of    
Thurlow    

Playground 

Thurlow    
Village Hall 

Dawn Abbey 
01440 783646 

Feb 28th Sat  Thurlow Hunt 
Point to Point Horseheath  

Mar 26th Thur 19:45 GWPC meeting 
Wheel  

Cottage, The 
Street 

Parish Clerk 
gtwrattingpc@ 
yahoo.co.uk 

What’s On! 
D

at
es

 F
or

 Y
ou

r 
D

ia
ry

! 
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Remembering the Men of the Village Link 
 
Rod Gibson of Kedington is researching the names and backgrounds of the men on our local 
war memorials. In order to commemorate their memory the sounding of the Last Post and  
Reveille, together with the ringing of the relevant church bells will be organised on each of the 
100th anniversaries of their deaths. If you have any information or memorabilia that would add 
to the stories, and particularly any family photos that might include any of the men please  
contact Alison at thevillagelink@thethurlows.org.uk. Thank you. 
 
           Rod Gibson 

Here is the fourth in our series: 

TALBOT, Frederick, Pte., G/41325 

2nd �%�Q�����'�X�N�H���R�I���&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H�¶�V���2�Z�Q�����0�L�G�G�O�H�V�H�[���5�H�J�L�P�H�Q�W�� 

Born: Great Thurlow in the 2nd quarter of 1887.  Enlisted: Hounslow, Middlesex. Lived:       
�&�K�L�V�Z�L�F�N�����7�K�H�������������F�H�Q�V�X�V���V�K�R�Z�V���)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�¶�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�����*�H�R�U�J�H���������������)�D�U�P���/�D�E�R�X�U�H�U�����D�Q�G���$�P�H�O�L�D��
(59), née Mayes, still living in Great Thurlow having been married 42 years and having had 10 
children, of whom 8 were still living. Frederick at that time is lodging with his elder sister Ada 
Jane Morgan (34) and her husband Albert Samuel Morgan (37), a Shop Assistant, born in    
Lambeth (SE London) at 157 Morley Avenue, Wood Green, Middlesex (London) together with 
�W�K�H�L�U���W�K�U�H�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N���L�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���F�H�Q�V�X�V���I�R�U�P���D�V���D���0�H�F�K�D�Q�L�F�����)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�¶�V���)�D�W�K�H�U��
died in 1920 and his Mother in 1927. 

Frederick was subsequently awarded the British and Victory Medals. 

Killed in Action 8th November 1916        AGE 29 

Wednesday 8th November 1916 in the area of the Ancre Heights it was 57° F and 2mm of rain 
fell. The 8th Division relieved the 33rd Division in the line, during which the 2nd Bn. Middlesex 
Regiment lost 5 men killed, including Frederick. Four of the five casualties, including Frederick, 
have no known grave and were probably killed by enemy artillery fire. 

The Thiepval memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more 
than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the 
Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those         
commemorated died between July and November 1916. The memorial also serves as an      
Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a 
small cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot 
of the memorial. The memorial designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built between 1928 and 
1932 and unveiled by the Prince of Wales, in the presence of the President of France, on 1st 
August 1932. The dead of other Commonwealth countries, who died on the Somme and have 
no known graves, are commemorated on national memorials elsewhere. 

Commemorated: Thiepval Memorial.    Pier and Face 12  D and 13  B 
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Anyone for Tennis? 
Thurlow Tennis club is seeking new members for 2014 �± 2015 

 
Annual family membership: £52.50 

Single adult: £25 
Junior (up to 18 yrs): £15 

 
This is fantastic value compared to other options to play locally. The Club Coach,  
Michael Billson, is offering a free 30-min lesson/taster session for all members. Plus 
as we are now affiliated with the Lawn Tennis Association, membership of the Club 
gives you entitlement to free membership of British Tennis and entry into the ballot 
for discounted Wimbledon 2015 tickets. 

For further information contact Andy Quick at  
andyquick01@gmail.com/783070 or Richard Shipp 07852187734 

 

soil conditioner 
multipurpose potting compost 

topsoil mixes 
barks 

lawn dressings 
 lawn seeds 

freshly cut turf  

available in bulk bags or loose 

Come and see us at Sturmer Nurseries 
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Dog Walker Wanted 

 
Little Thurlow 

 
 
 

My harassed teacher daughter walks 
her two dogs on returning late from 

school. 
 

I would like to engage someone to   
relieve her of this burden during the 

school week. 
 

Please ring Ro Baber on 01284 830766  
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Making women feel better about themselves 

 
I help busy women get themselves off the back burner and  

into the driving seat of their lives. 
 

I am known for making a huge impact on women’s lives leaving them feeling 
mentally uplifted and physically invigorated. 

 
 

I’ve helped housewives to airline pilots.  
Email me to see my testimonials:  

 
clairefoy@btconnect.com 

 
Or call me for an initial chat: 01440 783342 or 07791 837114 

 
Fully equipped, qualified & insured Personal Trainer,  

NLP coach & Sports Massage Therapist 

mailto:clairefoy@btconnect.com
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INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS.   This is a brief guide, intended especially for newcomers to 
the villages, with information about the facilities and services available locally and some useful 
telephone numbers and addresses. 

Services and Societies in Thurlow Telephone 
Thurlow Garage – Ray Sharrod 01440 783248 
The Cock Inn 01440 783224 
Plumbing Services – TKHeat – Kevin Crowson 07966 208794 

01440 783654 
Parish Clerk – Little Thurlow – Molly Hawkins 01440 783259 
Parish Clerk – Great Thurlow – Diana Allin 01440 783560 

Thurlow CEVC School – Head Teacher 01440 783281 
Thurlow Pre-School – Helen Frost (thurlowpreschool@hotmail.co.uk.) 01440 783688 
Thurlow Mother and Toddlers – Ond 
                                                    Zoe 
Wednesdays 10 am  - 12 noon during term time 

077872 92294 
078911 46931 

Thurlow Fayre – Allan Loveday 01440 707416 
Thurlow Gardening Club – Dawn Abbey 01440 783646 
Thurlow Sports Club Secretary – Allan Loveday 01440 707416 
Thurlow Village Hall Committee – Ros Bunting 01440 783528 
Thurlow Village Hall Bookings – Diana Allin 01440 783560 
Thurlow Womens Institute – President Iris Eley 01440 783534 
Thurlow Tennis Club—Andy Quick 01440 783070 

Services and Societies in Great Wratting Telephone 
Neighbourhood Watch —TBC  
Red Lion, Great Wratting – George and Linda Sykes 01440 783237 
The Great Wratting Book Group – Jean Newlands 01440 783111 
Great Wratting Email Tree — Dawn Fisk— dawn.fisk@btinternet.com 01440 783993 
The mobile library service stops at Coronation Cottages from 2.00 to 2.20 pm every 4 
weeks, on Wednesday afternoons 

01440 702638  

Emergency Telephone 
Police Response – any officer, non emergency 101 
Police Response – Emergency 999 
Suffolk Fire Service 01284 558888 
UK Network (Electricity) 24 hour Emergency helpline 0800 7838838 
Anglian Water 24 hour Emergency Helpline (water/sewage) 08457 145145 
British Telecom 24 hour fault reporting 0800 800151 
Floodline 24 hour with recorded update 0845 9881188 
In case of disaster or village is cut off, go to Thurlow Village Hall. 
Key Holder is Diana Allin – 89a Hill House, Great Thurlow 

01440 783560 



 

30 

Community Contacts Telephone 
Churches – Stourhead Benefice – Rev. Derek Hollis 01440 763066 
Haverhill Social Services 01440 764949 
Haverhill Citizens Advice Bureau 01440 704012 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council Planning 01284 763233 
District Councillor – Robert Clifton-Brown 01440 783562 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council 01284 763233 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council (Haverhill office) 01440 702271 
County Councillor – Mary Evans 01284 789478 
Suffolk County Council General Enquiries 08456 066067 
Age Concern – Mary Hilton 01440 783649 
Thurlow Estate – Tim Barling, Agent 
Thurlow Estate – Tom Duffin, Assistant to Agent 

01440 783661 

Libraries – Haverhill 
Libraries – Bury St Edmunds 
A mobile library visits the villages every 4 weeks on a Wednesday stopping at Sowley Green, 150 
Bury Road from 11:30-11:40 am; Great Thurlow, 109 Bury Road from 11:45-12:10 pm; Little Thurlow, 
Thurlow Sports Club from 12:45-13:05 pm and Great Wratting, Coronation cottages from 14:00 –
14:20 pm. 

01440 702638 
01284 352545 
01473 263838 

Suffolk Radio – BBC FM 103.9 or 104.6 01473 250000 
Refuse Collection 
Every Friday early morning – Black bin on week one, blue and brown bin week 
two alternating 

01284 757320 

Environmental Health and Pest Control 01284 757084 

Health and Wellbeing Telephone 
Doctors – The Christmas Maltings and Clements Practice 
Doctors – Selby Practice 
Doctors – Stourhead Medical Practice 

01440 269366 
01440 702010 
01440 761177 

Chemist – Boots, Haverhill 
Chemist – Sainsburys Pharmacy 
Chemist – The Co—operative Pharmacy 

01440 702058 
01440 708043 
01440 702079 

Hospital – West Suffolk (Bury St Edmunds) 
Hospital – West Suffolk Accident and Emergency 
Hospital – Addenbrookes (Cambridge) 

01284 713000 
01284 713333 
01223 245151 

Vets – Swayne and Partners (Haverhill) 
Vets – Lida Vets (Newmarket) 
Vets – Hawkedon Veterinary Surgery 

01440 702007 
01638 560000 
01284 789428 

Church Wardens Telephone 
St Mary’s Church, Great Wratting—Simon Corbett 01440 783698 
St Mary’s Church, Great Wratting—Ben Stanton 01440 783103 
St Peter’s Church, Little Thurlow—Robin Vestey T.B.A. 
St Peter’s Church, Little Thurlow—Iris Eley 01440 783534 
All Saints Church, Great Thurlow—George Vestey 01440 783240 
All Saints Church, Great Thulow—Tim Gould 01440 783654 
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Great Wratting Parish Council Contacts Telephone 
Chair – Gavin Acheson    01440 783515 
Councillor – Anthony Lundrigan  01440 783817 
Councillor – Dawn Fisk 01440 783993 
Councillor – Petra Stephenson 01440 783384 
Councillor – Steven Robinson 01440 783131 
Councillor—Diana Curtis 01440 783898 
Vacancy  
Parish Clerk – Emma White—gtwrattingpc@yahoo.co.uk 07792455030 
If you would like information about joining Great Wratting Parish Council, please  
contact the Parish Clerk. www.parish-council.com/greatwrattingparishcouncil   

Little Thurlow Parish Council Contacts Telephone 
Keith Bunting—Chairman 01440 783528 
Chris Field—Vice Chairman 01440 783697 
Will Griffiths 01440 783496 
Heather Hunt 01440 783573 
Chris Lowe 01440 783891 
Andrew Dickson 01440 783385 
Jessica Hale 01440 783190  
Molly Hawkins—Parish Clerk 01440 783259 

Great Thurlow Parish Council Contacts Telephone 
Peter Thomas—Chairman 01440 783700 
Stan Cook—Vice Chairman 01440 783532 
George Vestey 01440 783240 
Conrad Hawkins 01440 783259 
Naomi Sharrod 01440 783923 
Rod Pass 01440 783610 
Diana Allin—Parish Clerk 01440 783560 

Parish Council Notice Board 
 
 
 
 



 

32 

And the lucky winners are… see page 15... 


