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Great Thurlow �² Little Thurlow �² Great Wratting 
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Thurlow Village Hall  
 

Saturday 25th April �± 10am to 1pm  
 

As well as selling farmers' produce we will be serving 
tea, coffee and bacon rolls. If you wish to hire a stall 

please contact Daryl Turner:  
info@suffolkfarmersmarkets.org.uk  
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EMAIL ADDRESS FOR THE VILLAGE LINK  
 

To contact The Village Link Team please email  
TheVillageLink @TheThurlows.org.uk  

View The Village Link Online at  www.TheThurlows.org.uk  

Copy Deadline 15th Of Each Month  

Welcome to the April Village Link. 
 
�,�¶�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�U�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �Z�R�U�G�� �R�I�� �Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �S�R�O�L�F�H���� �3�O�H�D�V�H��������
remember to lock your cars! An error on our part with each of us thinking the 
other had locked the car led to the loss of sat nav, ipod and hands free set from 
the car whilst parked on the drive. Easily done!  
 
�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���W�K�H���I�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K�����&�R�P�H���D�O�R�Q�J���D�Q�G��
sample some great produce. 
 
The Thurlow Fayre Committee has now been appointed and planning is well     
underway. However this does not mean that extra hands are not needed - far from 
it. This is a very important community event and every hour you can spare is 
gratefully received. Please also do come along to the meetings, new faces and 
ideas are always welcomed. 
 
�+�R�S�H���\�R�X���D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���(�D�V�W�H�U���K�R�O�L�G�D�\�����+�D�S�S�\���(�D�V�W�H�U���D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�R�V�H���H�J�J�V�«���� 
 
Alison 
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�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���F�K�H�F�N���R�X�W���W�K�H���7�K�X�U�O�R�Z���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� 
Keep looking as the site is updated regularly.  

WWW.THETHURLOWS.ORG.UK  
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JEWELLERY WORKSHOPS  
 

Join a small workshop and make necklaces, bracelets and earrings 
Groups of up to four or individuals welcome 

Get together with friends and have a fun time  
Introductory offer of £7.50 per person for 3 hour session plus beads used at cost  

A good selection of glass beads and pendants available 
Refreshments included 

Samples will be available to give you ideas and inspiration 
Workshops held at: 

1 Foundry Bungalows. 
Wratting Road 
Great Thurlow 

(Opposite the recreation ground)  
 

Contact Phyllis on 01440783010 

A message from Anne Roberts, 
 
At last I have moved. Thank you all so much for your good wishes and your cards. 
They are much appreciated. I shall miss you all and village life. Do come and see 
me when you are in Bury. There is usually parking at the back and it will be better 
when the building is complete. Thank you for your friendship over the years,  
 
With love, 
Anne Roberts 

Newspaper  
Deliveries  

 
 

The Post Office and Stores in Stradishall will consider delivering papers to The      
Thurlows and Bradleys if a sufficient number of people are interested.  
 
They are looking for another 30 households to make it feasible  
 
If anyone is interested please let Best One Stradishall Convenience Store have your 
contact details and potential newspaper requirements. You can contact them on 
01440 820125. 
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Suffolk County Council Update 
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SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE  
 
 
It has become much easier and quicker to report faults on our local roads thanks 
to a new online reporting tool for highways defects launched by Suffolk County 
Council. 
 
The new service uses an interactive map so you can literally pin point the 
fault.  Coloured pins highlight where defects have already been reported in order to 
avoid duplication and show updates to the report.  
Once you have used the system for the first time it remembers your name and 
�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���V�R���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���U�H�S�H�D�W���W�K�H���U�L�J�P�D�U�R�O�H���H�D�F�K���W�L�P�H�����7�K�H���V�\�V�W�H�P���K�D�V��
a dropdown menu so you can easily select the type of fault you want to report �± a 
pothole or missing road sign. The menu will be updated to suit the time of year so 
in the summer months gritting and potholes drop down the list of options while 
grass verge cutting goes to the top.  
 
The new highways reporting tool, which also allows photos to be uploaded, can be 
�D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���Y�L�D���W�D�E�O�H�W�V���D�Q�G���P�R�E�L�O�H�V�����7�K�L�V���P�H�D�Q�V���\�R�X���F�D�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W���I�D�X�O�W�V���µ�R�Q���W�K�H���J�R�¶���D�Q�G��
these will be recorded and actioned straight away. Once a new report has been 
added to the system, it is sent to the relevant technician or engineer. Where a 
customer has provided an email address, automated email updates are also sent 
out to them to show how the report is being progressed.  
 
The highways reporting tool covers the areas that make up the majority of       
customer reports, including maintenance, road safety and traffic management. It 
should not be used for reporting emergencies and an alternative emergency phone 
number is provided. The new highways reporting tool is available via the highways 
�S�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���± or directly at:  
www.suffolk.gov.uk/report -a-highways-problem 
  
Mary Evans  
County Councillor for Clare Division, Suffolk County Council 
Assistant Cabinet member for Roads, Transport, Planning and Flooding 
Old Village Hall, Lower Street, Stansfield, Suffolk CO10 8LP 
T. 01284 789478; M. 077145 97992; Mary.Evans@Suffolk.gov.uk 
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LITTLE THURLOW PARISH COUNCIL  
At the meeting held on the 17th of March all councillors agreed to receive        
information electronically.  
 
There was the issue of the BT KIOSKS recently erected on Pound Green without 
seeking permission, County Councillor Robert Clifton-Brown agreed to look into the 
matter. He was thanked for his contribution from his locality budget  for the     
playground equipment which is due to be replaced. The committee are close to 
achieving all the funding for this from various grants.  
 
The problem of the water drainage on Church Road / Broad Road had been     
attended too, Councillor Andrew Dickson will speak to the owner of the land     
regarding this. 
 
The broken right-of way sign between the Firs and Larkspur had been repaired. 
 
There had been an unsatisfactory response to the notice of destruction of the 
bank outside Farthing House and this will need further clarification.  
 
There was a long discussion regarding the Pre-School which is in danger of closing 
and a small committee of Keith Bunting, Will Griffiths and District Councillor Mary 
Evans will work to do all they can to help.  
 
The inter-villages sports event will take place in July and August. Thurlow are   
responsible for under eight football and rounders.  
 
Allan Loveday had got quotes for  marquees for Thurlow Fayre which the Parish 
Council fund and he thanked all who had come forward to share the workload for 
this major village event.  
 
Heather Hunt gave a report on the Village Hall which was very encouraging. They 
have been successful in their grant applications and are planning to replace the 
toilets and some flooring. The electrics are also being looked at. There is still the 
�Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���I�X�Q�G���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�R���W�K�L�V���H�Q�G���D���I�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶���P�D�U�N�H�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���R�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���R�I��
April. 
 
The litter pick will be on the 21 st / 22 nd of March all equipment is at Bridge        
Cottage. 
 
The police had sent an email stating that thefts of heating oil and thefts from 
unlocked cars had taken place between the 22nd Jan and 28th Feb and they 
urged all to make sure all vehicles were secured when left and all items of value 
were kept out of sight.            Iris Eley 
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Great Thurlow PCC 

GREAT THURLOW PCC 
 
I wonder how many residents in Great Thurlow even question how the Church 
keeps going financially, given the pretty small average congregation. The facts 
do, at first sight, present an alarming picture.  
 
The eight-parish Stourhead Benefice has a 2015 Quota of £47,000 to meet which 
covers the costs of providing ordained ministry, including housing,                     
stipend, pensions, NI and administrative costs. This is the Benefice's share of the 
cost of the Diocese. Of that £47,000, Great Thurlow's share is £5,117, plus a 
Benefice expense cost of £325. The Great Thurlow Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
has that 'target' to reach, in addition to costs of insurance, heating oil, electricity, 
organists, and other incidental costs. In total, the PCC has to raise around £8,000 
in 2015 to meet its obligations, and that takes no account whatever of the repairs 
to the Church fabric, which is at an entirely different level, and which are        
recommended in a Quinquennial report on the state of the building.  
 
Let us concentrate on raising the £8,000 in 2015. Of course, income does derive 
from collections at Church services, from fees from the limited numbers of     
christenings, weddings and funerals through the year, and some donations are 
gratefully received. It is no wonder, therefore, that the PCC has to set its mind to 
all kinds of events: teas following the opening of Great Thurlow Hall gardens,  
entry fees at the second opening of those  gardens plus a plant stall, a Quiz night, 
a possible sponsored horse ride, the Carol Concert, perhaps a repeat of the very 
successful Outspoken Theatre performance, maybe a Garden Party, and other 
similar events yet to be decided. The Church does receive generous donations 
from Thurlow Fayre and Bonfire Night, both of which are much appreciated.  
 
It is hard work raising the necessary amount to cover our liabilities, and it rests 
on very few members of the community to do so. The PCC would welcome any 
ideas for fund-raising events, and welcome anyone willing to help. 
 
To be realistic, the Church is no longer the central focal point for each village, as 
it used to in days gone by. However, it stands there, proud and unmoved and 
available to anyone and everyone who wishes to use it and may wish to support 
it.  
 
This is not an appeal, but simply a presentation of the facts as expressed by the 
Great Thurlow PCC. 

          Sam Sheppard 
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Thurlow WI  

THURLOW WI REPORT  
 
The March Meeting of Thurlow WI took place with Arline Vollam in the chair. 
Names were taken of members who will attend the screening of the AGM at the 
Albert Hall in London. Notice was given of a five mile walk at Felsham, cycle rides 
which two members are interested in and the Patchwork Landscape Workshop in 
which three members hope to take part.  
 
A card was signed by all members to be sent along with a gift token to Anne    
Roberts in appreciation of her years as a loyal member and Ex-President. We   
welcomed Sally Waldrond with her piano accordion to test us in Name  that Tune. 
With two teams vying for top position there was much banter and fun between 
them. We all ended up singing along and the winners shared their spoils. All 
agreed this was a good night. Wine and cake were served as two members were 
celebrating birthdays. Winners in the Draw were Lynsey Parsons, Denise Russell, 
Kate Griffiths and Olive Jeffrey. 
 
Next month more fun with a Games Evening with Malcolm Crowe, April 14th 
7:30pm in the Village Hall.         
           Iris Eley 
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Thurlow Gardening Club 

THURLOW GARDENING CLUB REPORT  
 
Thurlow Gardening Club held an open meeting in the village hall for the first time 
on the 13th of March. Dawn Abbey who had had the idea to set up the club      
introduced Stephen Moore, Head Gardener at Great Thurlow Hall. Stephen then 
took us through a year in the garden at the Hall. To support his talk he had     
excellent slides of photographs he had taken throughout last year showing that 
there was colour and structure in the garden at all times. It is hoped that      
members will be able to have a guided tour of the garden in the near future.  
 
After a break for tea and cakes supplied by members of the club, Stephen       
answered questions from the audience. 
 
The event attracted twenty extra people and Dawn thanked Stephen and all who 
had supported the event.  
           Iris Eley 
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Thurlow  School 
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Thurlow  Magazine 
 

�7�K�H���S�D�V�W���I�H�Z���Z�H�H�N�V���.�6�����K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���E�X�V�\�« 
They have been learning about fruits and vegetables which has included 
many fun activities like making funny faces out of fruit, categorising 
fruit and vegetables and even planting their own beans and potatoes! 
Whilst class 1 have been busy peeling and planting, class 2 have been 
focusing on “The Owl and the Pussy Cat” -a very well-known book-and 
on Wednesday 4 th March, they had a very special visit from the cat   
herself! They even found the cat a home in the school field. 
 
�'�X�U�L�Q�J���.�6���·�V���E�X�V�\���Z�H�H�N���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R��
�P�D�Q�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�« 
Class 3 have been looking at germination (when a seed starts to grow) 
and have even carried out their own investigation! They have also been 
using their maths skills to make a scrumptious honey cake, YUM YUM! 
Class 4 have recently been to Hundon to do a quiz about evolution and 
inheritance they also had a visitor come in to show them some fossils 
and talk about the links between religion and science. 
 
�0�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�« 
On Monday new clubs started including art, singing, cooking and          
science. Last Thursday it was World Book Day, the whole school made a 
book during the day about a very clumsy elephant. 
 
By Skye Chambers and Daisy Shipp 
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Doubting Thomas? Me? I really otter know better!  
 

Sometimes there comes a point in life when cynicism creeps in and a general reluctance to 
believe what may be going on right under your nose takes over from your once proudly held 
joie de vivre and enthusiasm for all things new. Recently I experienced an event in our little 
corner of West Suffolk which made me realise just how far along this road I had strayed and I 
would like to share this with you now.  
 
It all began in November 2012 a month after some new neighbours moved into Great Wratting. 
Walking my trusty Labrador, Archie, one afternoon I bumped into said neighbours who were 
somewhat excited by the fact that they had just spotted some otters swimming in the river just 
�D���I�H�Z���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���\�D�U�G�V���I�U�R�P���P�\���K�R�X�V�H�����µ�2�W�W�H�U�V�"�¶���,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����µ�+�H�U�H���L�Q���*�U�H�D�W���:�U�D�W�W�L�Q�J�"�¶���:�H�O�O���,���Q�H�Y�H�U����
At this point I had been living in the village for almost 12 years and had walked my dogs along 
this stretch of the river on an almost daily basis and had never, ever seen a single otter.     
Admittedly the riverbank was inhabited by some pretty hefty rats from time to time and big 
beefcake water voles were not out of the question. No doubt that was what they had seen 
�G�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �G�L�P�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �L�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�Q�\�R�Q�H�¶�V�� �P�L�V�W�D�N�H���� �%�X�W�� �D�Q�� �R�W�W�H�U�"��
Never. 
 
Not wishing to pull the rug from under the feet of our newest parishioners I smiled and nodded 
in agreement and thought I would let them hold on to the belief that they had seen these   
elusive and perhaps mythical creatures. 
 
Then again in October 2013 Suffolk Highways moved into The Street with the intention of   
endowing our humble highway with a brand spanking new bridge allowing not only the safe 
passage of vehicles over but, thanks to some snazzy design underneath, the safe passage of 
otters up and down the river. Once again my utter disbelief (or should that be otter disbelief �± 
�D�S�R�O�R�J�L�H�V�������:�K�D�W���D���Z�D�V�W�H���R�I���S�X�E�O�L�F���P�R�Q�H�\���W�K�L�V���V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G���µ�2�W�W�H�U���%�U�L�G�J�H�¶���Z�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�Y�H���W�R���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q��
that they seemed to keep away from the area at all costs. Environmental protection gone mad, 
I reckoned. 
 
However, a couple of weeks ago I got a real taste of humble pie when out walking early one 
morning I was alerted to the sound of screeching coming from the riverbank about 10 metres 
ahead of me. I hastened my pace, looked down and there they were, our most evasive river 
dwellers and what a wonderful sight to behold; two otters chasing each other along the       
riverbank, tumbling and slipping in the clay mud. I stood watching them for a few moments 
before they suddenly looked up and slithered down the bank and into the water. I              
contemplated the ripples they had made as they broke the surface of the water and waited for 
them to reappear. Dear reader I wish I could tell you that I saw them again when they came 
�X�S���I�R�U���D�L�U���E�X�W���Q�R�����L�W���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���W�R���E�H�����*�R�Q�H�� 
 
So apologies to Judith and Tom for doubting you and the same also to Suffolk Highways and 
the Environment Agency. Most of all thank you to our friends the otters for helping me shed 
some cynicism and enabling me to look at our beautiful surroundings with a renewed         
enthusiasm and appreciation for all the wonderful treasures here for all to enjoy.  
 
Sometimes you just need a little patience. 
 
           Jean Newlands 
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Thurlow Fayre 

Thurlow Fayre 2015  
September 7th  

 
The Thurlow Fayre Committee has now been appointed and planning is well     
underway. However this does not mean that extra hands are not needed - far 
from it. This is a very important community event and every hour you can spare is 
gratefully received. Please also do come along to the meetings, new faces and 
ideas are always welcomed. The next Fayre meeting will be on Thursday 9th April 
at 7.00pm at the Village Hall.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Alison 
 
Thurlow Fayre Committee and group representatives:  
Chair:      Alison Coffey     
Co-Chair:      Denise Russell 
General Secretary :   Molly Hawkins 
Bookings Secretary:    Kevin Crowson 
Publicity Officers:    Joanna Lowe and Dawn Abbey 
Sponsor Officer:     Heather Hunt 
Grand Draw & Bottle Stall  
Officer:      Heather Hunt, James Woricker, 
      Joanna Lowe 
Village Liaison  
Co-ordinator:     Allan Loveday and Andy Quick 
Site Organiser:     Chris Field 
Treasurers:     Allan & Susan Loveday 
Craft Stalls   Organiser:    Will Griffiths 
Produce Show Organiser:   Kevin Crowson  
History Tent:     Iris Eley       
Thurlow W.I Tea Tent:    Dawn Abbey and Janice Klimcke 
Classic Cars:     Ray & Naomi Sharrod 
Thurlow Tennis Club:    Andy Quick & Tom Fenner 
Food  Vendors:     Will Griffiths 
Thurlow Preschool:       Hayley Price 
Thurlow Primary School:   Vicky Hogg 
Village Link Representative:   Alison Coffey 
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Tales from our Garden 

Tales from the Garden  
By 

Jeanie and Steve Huggins  
 
�,�I�� �Z�H�� �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�� �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �R�X�U�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q�� �O�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�R�� �³�/�H�W�� �1�D�W�X�U�H��

�W�D�N�H�� �L�W�V�� �F�R�X�U�V�H�´���� �:�H�� �W�U�L�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�X�U�U�\�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �E�\�� �S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �O�R�D�G�V�� �R�I�� �V�H�H�G�V�� �L�Q�G�R�R�U�V��
rather than wait for warmer weather and use the greenhouse. The crops we had 
were no better; although this could have been due to such a wet spring and gusty 
�Z�L�Q�G�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Z�L�V�H�� �Z�R�U�G�V�� �R�I�� �$�O�E�H�U�W�� �(�L�Q�V�W�H�L�Q�� �Z�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �³�/�R�R�N�H�G�� �G�H�H�S�� �L�Q�W�R�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H����
�D�Q�G�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G�� �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �E�H�W�W�H�U�´�� �L���H���� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �Z�D�U�P�H�U�� �Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�G��
using the greenhouse for our seeds or simply sewing them straight into the 
ground in May. However the greenhouse is now washed, tidied and looking ready 
for use.    

    
 �:�H�� �K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���D�� �O�H�D�I�� �R�X�W���R�I�� �-�D�P�H�V�� �:�R�Q�J�¶�V�� �E�R�R�N�� �D�Q�G���D�U�H��

growing less cultivated crops this year. Globe artichokes will be a first for us and 
�D�V���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���W�K�L�V�W�O�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���G�R���P�D�U�Y�H�O�O�R�X�V�O�\���L�Q���R�X�U���J�D�U�G�H�Q�����:�H���F�D�Q�¶�W��
wait to serve our friends a plate of electric daisies and watch their reaction; they 
are like eating sherbet and licking batteries apparently!  

 
�³�,�I���\�R�X���W�U�X�O�\���O�R�Y�H���1�D�W�X�U�H�����\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���I�L�Q�G���E�H�D�X�W�\���H�Y�H�U�\�Z�K�H�U�H���´���a�9�L�Q�F�H�Q�W���9�D�Q��

Gogh. Our vegetable patch will be as beautiful as it will be delicious we hope; with 
pretty edibles such as Callaloo and hyacinth beans. 

 
Winging its way to us is a bulk bag of horticultural grit to help us combat 

our clay soil. We will spend many a happy, yet back breaking, hour digging it in to 
our newly created beds to help drainage and improve our crop yield. Like a couple 
�R�I���N�L�G�V���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���P�X�G���S�L�H�V�����7�L�P�H���Z�L�O�O���W�H�O�O���L�I�� �L�W���Z�R�U�N�V�«�������³�7�Z�R���P�H�Q���O�R�R�N���R�X�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
the same bars: One sees the mud ���� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�U�V�´�� ���)�U�H�G�H�U�L�F�N�� �/�D�Q�J�E�U�L�G�J�H������
We want to see first prize at the Thurlow Fayre!!  

 
�<�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���O�D�U�J�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q���I�R�U���P�D�Q�\���Y�H�J�H�W�D�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q��

�O�R�R�N�� �J�R�R�G�� �D�P�R�Q�J�V�W�� �W�K�H�� �I�O�R�Z�H�U�� �E�H�G�V�� �W�R�R���� �6�R�� �Z�K�\�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �\�R�X�� �³�/�H�W�� �1�D�W�X�U�H�� �E�H�� �\�R�X�U��
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U���´�� ���:�L�O�O�L�D�P�� �:�R�U�G�V�Z�R�U�W�K���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�U�R�Z�� �D�� �I�H�Z�� �V�H�H�G�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Z�L�Q�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�S�U�L�Q�J��
and watch them grow. There is nothing to beat the satisfaction of growing your 
own flowers and vegetables. 
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Thurlow Estate News 
S

ho
ot

 

Shoot  
The control of magpies, crows and grey squirrels continues ahead of the songbird 
nesting season. Magpies are renowned for destroying localised populations of 
nesting birds by taking their eggs from the nests.  
 
In addition, rabbit control has stepped up a gear now the ground is firmer and 
before the crops grow too high.   
 
This is also the time of year that the gamekeeper starts thinking about his pens 
for next year, do they stay in the same place or should they be moved? He will 
also assess their condition to see if there are any repairs needed. We will 
undoubtedly have to move at least one pen �± which can be a major undertaking.  
 

W
oo

ds
 

Woods  
We have spent some time this month restocking hedges around the Estate and 
the village as well as planting a new area of Christmas Trees. 
 
Please be aware that we are expecting to finish our firewood delivery season this 
year at the end of March so please call the Estate Office on 01440 783661 or 
email firewood@thurlowestate.co.uk to order your load of seasoned hardwood 
before then. We will then concentrate on processing the firewood for the next 
delivery season. 

F
ar

m
 

Farm  
It would appear that a farmer is never happy with his lot in life �± when it comes 
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�� �D�Q�\�Z�D�\���� �:�H�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W�� �K�D�G�� �D�Q�\�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�� �U�D�L�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �W�K�U�H�H��
weeks and we could now really do with some.  
 
We have been getting on with the applications of liquid fertilizer and all crops in 
ground have now received their first dose, the much needed rain would help to 
wash this into the soil.  
 
We have almost finished drilling our bean crop for this year over near Ashdon and 
Shudy Camps which, when harvested this summer, will either go off for chicken 
feed or be shipped abroad to be used in the manufacturing of falafel.  
 
We will also be drilling our sugar beet crop later on this month in conjunction with 
harrowing and fertilizing of the meadows across the Estate.  
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H
un

t 
Hunt  
The Hunting season has now finished for this year and it is now time to give 
�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� ���D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�U�V�H�V���� �D�� �J�R�R�G�� �E�U�H�D�N���� �:�R�U�N�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �V�W�R�S�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
Huntsman and the First Whip as they will have to start repairing and repainting 
the Kennels for various events throughout the summer including the Puppy Show 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���9�L�V�L�W�� 
 
Since last writing the Thurlow Hunt Point to Point was run at Horseheath and, 
despite being quite cold, a good days racing was had. 

P
ro

pe
rt

y 

Property  
We have just completed the renovations of a three bedroom cottage near Carlton 
and we are embarking this week on another renovation of a cottage in 
Withersfield which is due for completion later next month.  
 
We have also taken on the renovations of a more substantial farmhouse near 
Withersfield which will be a much longer process and result in a lovely 5 bedroom 
family home. 
 
We currently have a two bed property to rent in Thurlow, for further information 
please call the Estate Office on 01440 783 661. 

TRAVEL FROM THURLOW IN MY EARLY DAYS  
By 

Doris Rowlinson  
 

Public transport links from Thurlow today are much scarcer than I experienced as a girl and 
then during my early working life!  
Mr Burgon of Haverhill ran a daily coach service that ran from Haverhill via Thurlow and      
surrounding villages to London Kings Cross. The trip on a Grey Pullman coach was often a cold 
one, and cost 7s 6d (37p) return or 10s (50p) for a period return. These coaches were still  
running after WW2. At that time I was working as a nurse at the Royal Free Hospital, which 
was then situated at Grays Inn Road, close to Kings Cross. I was able to leave Thurlow at 
7.30am and report for duty on the operating theatres by 11am! This was a much easier journey 
than travelling to the West Suffolk Hospital at Bury St Edmunds where I worked after my    
marriage in 1948. I left my home at Little Thurlow Green at about 6am and cycled to Stradishall 
Crossroads in all weathers. From there I caught the school bus and was on duty in Theatre by 
8.30am. Some nights I remember cycling down Broad Road around midnight!  
We also had many more regular bus routes running through the village; a daily service to    
Cambridge, and weekly to Newmarket on a Tuesday, Bury St Edmunds on a Wednesday, and to 
Haverhill several times on a Friday.  
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Wartime memories of Thurlow  
(ctd)  

This is the second in a series of articles from John Rowling, originally from Great Thurlow, with 
memories of growing up in the village during the war.  

The soldiers with the guns at the Hall were billeted at Mungo Lodge (all one property then), the 
Mill and Mill House. The old School at Lt Thurlow, the stables, squash court and the old cottage 
up at the Hall was where the Signals Troop were located. The guns were trained in the direction 
of RAF Stradishall, for protection of the airfield in the event of an enemy invasion.  My father 
was the Head Gardener at the Hall. I used to go up to the Hall with him at week -ends when he 
was stoking the boilers and pumping up the water, and got to know several of the soldiers.  

We were now getting a lot of air -raid warnings with the sirens going off almost every night. The 
Air Raid Wardens had instructed us to cut and paste brown paper diagonal strips on the window 
panes to help prevent the glass shattering in the event of bombing. We had also been issued 
with gas masks and identity cards, ration books were to follow.  

On Sunday 3rd Nov 1940, two German JU 88 bombers attacked RAF Stradishall. We heard the 
anti-aircraft guns open up, and then the sound of the bombs exploding. A hangar was hit and 
there were several causalities. There was an Englishman, William Joyce who had defected to 
the Nazis, who did propaganda broadcasts in English, and he gave a much exaggerated       
account of the raid the following evening on the radio. He was nicknamed Lord Haw Haw. We 
also now had an RAF fighter base at Castle Camps, equipped with Hawker Hurricanes. We used 
to see the dog fights in the skies during the summer days with the German aircraft on their way 
to London, and the sound of the machine guns and the vapour trails.  
 
Evacuees had now arrived in the villages, some came as families. Two families moved into The 
Firs. We soon became friends, and used to take them around the fields. This was all new for 
them, we had the freedom to roam almost everywhere. The attendance figures at School had 
risen from mid seventies to over one hundred and we now had an additional teacher.  
  
�:�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �J�R�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�H�O�W�H�U�V�� �R�U�� �&�D�S�W�� �)�U�L�Q�N�¶�V�� �F�H�O�O�D�U�� �V�R�� �P�X�F�K�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�L�U�� �U�D�L�G�� �V�L�U�H�Q�V��
sounded, the German bombers were always flying over. A lot of the metal fencing railings and 
gates had now been removed to help with the War effort, the nearest ones to us to go was at 
The Firs. 

 
 
A Short Stirling bomber, the type that operated out 
of Stradishall and Wratting Common  

 
 
 

 
A Bren Gun carrier, the type used by the London Irish Rifles 
when stationed at Mungo Lodge 
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There was now a pig club in the village, a lot of villagers were keeping pigs to help with       
supplying food. When the slaughter man came to the village, to kill the pigs, one half of the pig 
had to be sold to the Ministry of Food, and the owner kept the other half. Hams and bacon 
were cured, some in salt brine and some were sweet cured. Some of the hams were wrapped 
�D�Q�G���O�D�E�H�O�O�H�G���D�Q�G���K�X�Q�J���X�S���L�Q���0�U���5�X�W�W�H�U�¶�V���E�D�N�H�U�\���D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���R�Y�H�Q���W�R���F�X�U�H�� 
 
The village was self-sufficient, with two bakeries, two grocers, two dairies and a butchers, and 
most of the villagers kept hens and when pigs were killed, relatives and friends shared the 
meat. Also there was always a good supply of rabbits, lots of villagers kept ferrets and the 
farmers were pleased to see the rabbits controlled, it all helped with the rationing  
 
There was also a scheme for jam making organised by the Ministry of Food who allocated a 
supply of sugar, fruit was supplied by the villagers. Mrs Ryder organised the jam making at Gt 
Thurlow Hall and Mrs Senior at Melton House, and lots of the ladies from the village helped out. 
My mother and two aunts used to help out, and the jam was then collected by the Ministry of 
Food. 
 
Fund raising weeks were now being held to help the War effort, War Weapons week, Navy 
week and Wings for Victory. Also, Dig for Victory this involved the War Agriculture Executive 
Committee who moved in and cleared land for food production. A Gryotiller , a huge tracked 
cultivator came to the Pasture, which was the village sports and football meadow (situated  
�E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���R�O�G�� �%�O�D�F�N�V�P�L�W�K�¶�V���)�R�U�J�H�� �R�Q���'�R�Z�V�H�W�W�¶�V���+�L�O�O���� �D�Q�G���S�X�O�O�H�G�� �R�X�W���V�F�U�X�E�� �D�Q�G���U�R�R�W�V���I�R�U���D�U�D�E�O�H��
farming, also, the Big Park and my father came home from work one day, to say a  Ferguson 
tractor and plough had moved in at the Park and ploughed up the Big Lawn which was then 
planted with potatoes.  
 
A scheme was set up where us older school children were allowed to work so many hours a 
week to carry out seasonal work on the farms, This involved planting potatoes in the spring and 
then picking up the potatoes in the autumn, and singling sugar beet. We had cards which had 
to be signed by the farmers and our teacher.   
 
At school we were now knitting woollen comforts for the service men and women of the village. 
Scarves, balaclava helmets and socks, colours were khaki and light and dark blue. Our teacher 
would read out the letters which she received from the servicemen/women thanking us for the 
gifts. 
 
First Aid classes were now being held for us youngsters at Gt Thurlow Hall in the back scullery 
on Friday evenings, The St John instructors were Mr Wright, head cowman for Mr Ryder and 
Miss Bell our new school teacher. We were given certificates on completing the course. 
 
With the threat of invasion now passed the Army unit with the field guns had now left the vil-
lage. The aircraft at RAF Stradishall had now been changed, the Wellingtons had been replaced 
by the large four engined Short Stirlings, we were being woken up in the early hours when the 
bombers were returning from their raids on Germany, their flight path was over the village and 
then turning and following the Sowley Green road onto the runway.  
 
         To be continued 
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UPDATE ON THURLOW VILLAGE HALL  
 
At the extraordinary AGM in December 2014, Diana Allin, Ros Bunting, Kate Griffiths, 
Heather Hunt and Anne Patient, were elected onto the Village Hall Committee. At the first 
committee meeting in January 2015. Ros was elected as Chairman, Heather as             
Vice-Chairman, Anne as Treasurer and Diana as Booking Secretary.  
 
At this meeting we resolved that our overarching aim should be the one expressed in the 
very first Village Hall Constitution (1958): - 
 
�³the said property shall be held by the Trustees on trust for the purposes of a Village Hall 
for the use of the inhabitants of the Parish of Great and Little Thurlow in the county of 
Suffolk and the neighbourhood without distinction of sex or of political, religious or other 
opinions and in particular for use for meetings lectures and classes and for other forms of 
recreation and leisure -time occupation with the object of improving the conditions of life 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�L�G���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�Q�W�V���´ 
 
With this in mind, here are some of the things we have done.  
1. Re-written the Constitution in line with Charity Commission guidelines whilst      

retaining the original aims. Boring but necessary as the last one we could find was 
dated 1958! Many funding sources will only give grants where an up -to-date model 
is in place. 

2. Surveyed the improvements needed to bring our village hall into the 21 st Century. 
These are extensive �± central heating, re-wiring, insulation, new kitchen,              
re-decoration �± to name but a few.  

3. Begun to research available grants to pay for the required improvements.  
4. Received £1200 from St Edmundsbury Locality Budget courtesy of Councillor Robert 

Clifton-Brown. We will spend this on new flooring for the entrance area.  
5. Received £500 from the Thurlow Fayre. Some of this will pay for a new microwave 

and grill.  
6. Continued to receive bookings from established users such as Dance Teachers,  

Tiddly Tots, Thurlow Groups and organisations. 
7. �3�O�D�Q�Q�H�G�� �R�X�U�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �H�Y�H�Q�W���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �D�� �)�$�5�0�(�5�6�¶�� �0�$�5�.�(�7�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��������

morning of Saturday 25/04/15 starting at 10:00 am  which we hope will at-
tract    people from Thurlow and further afield. There will be a variety of stalls sell-
ing items such as jams, cakes, sausages, plants. Coffee, tea and bacon rolls will 
also be on sale. Donations of cakes will be gratefully received.  If you wish to hire a 
�V�W�D�O�O�� �S�O�H�D�V�H�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �W�K�H�� �)�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶�� �0�D�U�N�H�W�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�H�U���± Daryl Turner, 
info@suffolkfarmersmarkets.org.uk 

 
How you can support us:  

1. Give us your ideas about improving the village hall 
2. Attend our next AGM on 20/04/15 at 8 -00pm. 
3. �,�I�� �\�R�X���D�U�H���D�� �7�K�X�U�O�R�Z�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �R�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���S�O�H�D�V�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���V�H�Q�G���X�V�� �W�K�H��

name of your representative member on the village hall committee.  
4. �&�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���)�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶���0�D�U�N�H�W���R�Q������������������ 
5. Consider the village hall if you are planning an event or function  

                                                                                               Ros Bunting, Chairman) 
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Thurlow Village Hall Update 
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 FARMERS  
MARKET  

& CRAFTS  
GT THURLOW  VILLAGE HALL  

LAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH  
10am - 1pm  

 

A WIDE RANGE OF LOCALLY PRODUCED FOOD AND 
DRINK, AND SELECT RANGE OF CRAFTS AND GIFTS 

  
2015 DATES: 25th APRIL, 30th MAY, 27th JUNE, 25th 

JULY, 29th, 28th NOVEMBER, 19th DECEMBER   
 

WWW.SUFFOLKFARMERSMARKETS.ORG.UK/THURLOW  
ENQUIRIES : 07780 258 202  

INFO@SUFFOLKFARMERSMARKETS.ORG.UK  

DO YOU NEED A  
CARPENTER? 

 

TRADITIONAL 
CARPENTRY 

  

LAURENCE FREEL  
 

Advanced C&G + 30years experience 
PERIOD HOMES SPECIALIST  

 
Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, airing  

Cupboards, banisters, doors, locks, 
fences, gates, flat packs 

 
SMALL JOBS WELCOME  

 
PHONE:07415 183330 

Email: lgunnfreel@icloud.com 
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Our Rector Writes 

OUR RECTOR WRITES  
It was Easter Day and Stephen, a friend of mine, was due to preach the sermon at the abbey 
church in Selby.  When the time for the sermon came, he got on his bicycle, rode down the 
north aisle, across the west end of the nave and back up the south aisle, singing as he went 
�³�5�D�L�Q�G�U�R�S�V���N�H�H�S���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���R�Q���P�\���K�H�D�G�´�������&�O�L�P�E�L�Q�J���X�S���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���S�X�O�S�L�W�����K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�1�R�Z���W�K�H�Q���± you go 
�R�X�W���R�I���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���\�R�X���P�H�H�W���W�R�G�D�\���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���M�X�V�W���V�H�H�Q�������7�K�H�\���Z�R�Q�¶�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H��
�\�R�X���� �� �7�K�D�W�¶�V�� �M�X�V�W�� �K�R�Z�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �(�D�V�W�H�U�� �'�D�\���� �� �6�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�E�H�O�L�H�Y�D�E�O�H�� �K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G���´�� �� �,��
�Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���W�K�H�U�H�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���R�Q���K�L�V���E�L�N�H���R�Q���(�D�V�W�H�U���'�D�\���K�D�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���V�W�X�F�N���L�Q���P�\���P�L�Q�G�� 
 
This month we prepare to celebrate again the great festival of Easter.  We hear again the story 
of the final events of the earthly life of Jesus: his arrest, his trial and his crucifixion.  On Easter 
Day we remember that death was not the end of the story for him.  So too we believe it will not 
be the end of the story for us.  Christianity proclaims that life goes on after death.  Jesus will one 
day return to earth, but this time it will not be in humility and vulnerability as a baby born in a 
stable.  His return will be in triumphant glory and in judgement.  Until he returns the Church 
proclaims his death and Resurrection in the service of Holy Communion.  We remember in our 
communion service the final act of our Lord before he was arrested.  We too take bread and 
wine, and these are made holy, set apart by the repetition of his words to be for us symbolic of 
his body and his blood.  His body, that is, given for us, and his blood, shed for us.  In our 
�P�R�G�H�U�Q���R�U�G�H�U���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���Z�H���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P���Z�K�D�W���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���µ�P�\�V�W�H�U�\���R�I���I�D�L�W�K�¶�����³�&�K�U�L�V�W���K�D�V���G�L�H�G�����&�K�U�L�V�W��
�L�V���U�L�V�H�Q�����&�K�U�L�V�W���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H���D�J�D�L�Q�´�� 
 
What will really matter at that Day of Judgement is not how well we get on with our family, our 
friends or our neighbours.  Not how well we get on with the Rector, nor yet what we think of 
God.  What will matter is what God thinks of us as individuals, although how we treat those 
around us may well have a bearing on that!  Our individual relationship with God will become all -
important.  Of course the extent to which we have shaped our lives in accordance with the Ten 
Commandments and what we believe is revealed to us of the will of God will be influential in 
�*�R�G�¶�V���M�X�G�J�H�P�H�Q�W�������7�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�V���X�V���D�E�R�X�W���*�R�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���N�L�Q�G���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���+�H���Z�D�Q�W�V���X�V���W�R���E�H�� 
 
We must each look to our own spiritual welfare and try to make every day a step nearer to 
�K�R�O�L�Q�H�V�V���� �D�� �V�W�H�S�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �E�H�L�Q�J���E�H�W�W�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���� �D�Q�G���*�R�G�� �Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���� �D�� �V�W�H�S�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���H�Q�W�U�\�� �L�Q�W�R���*�R�G�¶�V��
Kingdom.  Jesus has given us the opportunity to put ourselves right with God and to share 
�I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�� �Z�L�W�K�� �+�L�P���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�P�L�V�H�� �R�I�� �O�L�I�H�� �L�Q�� �K�H�D�Y�H�Q���� �� �&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�L�W�\�� �L�V�Q�¶�W�� �M�X�V�W�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �O�L�I�H�� �D�I�W�H�U��
death but can also offer us purpose and hope in a mixed up world, the friendship and fellowship 
of other Christians, and a whole new quality of life in the here and now.  I believe Christianity 
has a lot to offer us, but then you would expect me to say that!  
 
Easter Day falls this year on April 5. As a festival it ranks equally in importance with Christmas.  
Why not join us to celebrate Easter either at Kedington at 9:30 a.m. or Little Bradley at 11:00 
a.m.? 
 
�:�K�H�Q���-�H�V�X�V���K�D�G���V�D�L�G���K�H���Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���U�L�V�H���D�J�D�L�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�U�H�H���G�D�\�V�����S�H�R�S�O�H���M�X�V�W���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���W�K�L�Q�N���L�W���Z�D�V��
possible, and they just laughed at him.  When he was crucified they thought that was the end of 
him.   But Christians believe that he came to life again.  The tomb that held him had burst open, 
and he was gone.  People began seeing him again in a new body, a body in some respects like 
his former, physical body, but in some way transformed.  The truth, they say, is stranger than 
fiction.  Even stranger than the curate of Selby biking around the inside of his church.  Happy 
Easter!   
           Derek Hollis   
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NATURE NOTE 
Someone telephoned me the other evening to say that there had been a small 
white heron in the paddock behind the cattle -sheds in Great Thurlow.  He thought 
it might be a cattle egret since it was feeding around the livestock.  Wow, I said, 
or words to that effect ...  The cattle egret is an extremely rare bird in Britain and 
the twitchers would be arriving here en masse if that were confirmed.  Anyway, I 
was up at dawn the next day (not so demanding at this time of year) and went to 
investigate.  It turned out not to be a cattle egret, in fact, but a little egret.  They 
do look very similar and the bird was indeed rootling around by the horses, so it 
�Z�D�V�� �D�� �I�D�L�U�� �V�K�R�X�W���R�Q���P�\�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�Q�W�¶�V�� �S�D�U�W���� �� �$�Q�G���,�� �Z�D�V�� �Y�H�U�\�� �J�O�D�G���W�R���V�H�H���L�W���D�Q�\�Z�D�\������
Little egrets are quite unusual here themselves, though I have ever seen them 
occasionally along the river towards Little Bradley.  They also have an interesting 
recent history in Britain.  Going back to the 1950s they were as rare then as the 
cattle egret is now; indeed there had only been about twenty ever recorded at 
that time.  I still remember my great excitement when I saw my very first one on 
the Essex coast.  It stood out like a small beacon with its intense, almost glaring, 
white plumage �± far more brilliant than the white of a gull or a swan.  Egrets have 
a symbolic importance in the history of birdwatching too.  Over 100 years ago it 
�Z�D�V���W�K�H���P�D�V�V���V�O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���H�J�U�H�W�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�O�\���I�L�Q�H���S�O�X�P�H�V���I�R�U���O�D�G�L�H�V�¶���K�D�W�V���W�K�D�W���O�H�G���D��
group of pioneering female conservationists to found in 1889 at Didsbury in   
�0�D�Q�F�K�H�V�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �µ�6�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �%�L�U�G�V�¶�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�Q�W�� �R�Q�� �W�R�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �W�K�H��
modern RSPB, which now has over one million members. 
 
Fifty years ago little egrets were basically a Mediterranean species but since then 
they have been steadily expanding their range northwards and they are now a 
common species around our coasts and estuaries.  This is undoubtedly a        
consequence of global warming.  Other exotic water birds are coming our way too 
and for the same reason.  There are reports every year now of purple herons, 
great white egrets, little bitterns and glossy ibises visiting Britain, and in a few 
�F�D�V�H�V���V�W�D�\�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�R���E�U�H�H�G�������$�Q�G���L�W���L�V�Q�¶�W���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H���P�D�\���U�H�D�O�O�\���J�H�W���D���F�D�W�W�O�H��
egret in the village one day since they are part of the same movement north.   
 
Another sign of climate change is the earlier arrival of our regular summer      
visitors.  The chiffchaff (a small warbler from Africa) is usually the earliest one 
�E�D�F�N���L�Q���7�K�X�U�O�R�Z���D�Q�G���,�¶�Y�H���M�X�V�W���K�H�D�U�G���P�\���I�L�U�V�W���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���R�Q���������0�D�U�F�K���± about 
a fortnight earlier than when I started keeping annual records here over 30 years 
�D�J�R�������<�R�X���F�D�Q�¶�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���E�H���D���V�F�H�S�W�L�F���D�E�R�X�W���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�I���\�R�X���N�H�H�S���\�R�X�U���H�\�H�V���D�Q�G��
ears open, as well as your mind. 
 
Jeremy Mynott 
Lavender Cottage 
15 March 2015 
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Apr to May 2015 Church Services 

Date Day Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event Time/Event 

5th 
Apr  

Sun  
9:30 HC  

Kedington  
11:00 HC     

Little Bradley  
  

12th 
Apr  

Sun  
9:30 HC  

Barnardiston  
9:30 SOTW  
Kedington  

11:00 HC     
Great Bradley  

 

19th 
Apr  

Sun  
10:00  

Benefice HC       
Little Thurlow  

   

26th  
Apr  

Sun  
8:00 HC  

Kedington  
9:30 HC  

Great Thurlow  
11:00 HC  

Great Wratting  
18:00 ES  

Kedington  

3rd 
May  

Sun  
9:30 HC  

Kedington  
11:00 HC     

Little Bradley  
  

10th 
May  

Sun  
9:30 HC  

Barnardiston  
9:30 SOTW  
Kedington  

11:00 HC     
Great Bradley  

 

The Benefice service rota is also provided online at http://
www.stourheadbenefice.org/Stourhead_Benefice/Service_Rota.html 
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Month Date Day Time Event Location Information  

Apr  1st  Wed  
11:45     

to     
12:10  

Mobile library  
109 Bury Road       
Great Thurlow  

01473 263838  

Apr  1st  Wed  
12.45     

to     
13:05  

Mobile library  
Thurlow 

Sports Club 
Little Thurlow  

01473 263838  

Apr  1st  Wed  
14:00     

to     
14:20  

Mobile library  

Coronation 
Cottages  

Great      
Wratting  

01473 263838  

Apr  9th  Thur  19:00  
Thurlow Fayre 

Committee 
Meeting  

Thurlow    
Village Hall  

Alison Coffey 
01440 783478  

Apr  14th  Tue 19:30  WI meeting  
Thurlow    

Village Hall  
Iris Eley  

Apr  13th  Fri  19:00  
Thurlow     

Gardening Club 
Open Evening  

Thurlow    
Village Hall  

Dawn Abbey 
01440 783646  

Apr  20th  Mon  20:00  
Thurlow     

Village Hall 
AGM 

Thurlow    
Village Hall  

 

Apr  21st  Tue 19:30  
Little Thurlow 

PC meeting  
Thurlow    

Village Hall  
Molly Hawkins 
01440 783259  

Apr  25th  Sat  
10:00     

to     
13:00  

�)�D�U�P�H�U�V�¶����������
Market  

Thurlow    
Village Hall  

 

What’s On! 
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�&�D�O�O�L�Q�J���D�O�O���E�X�G�G�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�R�U�\���W�H�O�O�H�U�V�«�« 
 
The Village Link is still looking for junior reporters. If you would like to contribute an 
article or story or report on an event you attended we would be delighted to hear 
�I�U�R�P���\�R�X�����,�W���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���E�H���O�R�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���P�D�W�W�H�U���L�I���\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���Z�U�L�W�H���I�R�U��
every issue. 
 
Get in touch with Alison on 01440 783478 or email the Village Link!  
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Remembering the Men of the Village Link  
 

Rod Gibson of Kedington is researching the names and backgrounds of the men on our local 
war memorials. In order to commemorate their memory, the sounding of the Last Post and  
Reveille, together with the ringing of the relevant church bells will be organised on each of the 
100th anniversaries of their deaths. If you have any information or memorabilia that would add 
to the stories, and particularly any family photos that might include any of the men please  
contact Alison at thevillagelink@thethurlows.org.uk. Thank you.  
           Rod Gibson 

 

ALLEN, William, Pte., No. 17376 

1st Bn. Suffolk Regiment 

William was born in Mount Pleasant, Hundon, in the second quarter of 1892, his surname is 
spelt Aylen in the register, to Albert and Martha, nŽe Pitt, Allen. The 1911 census shows the 
family living at Temple End, Little Thurlow with Father, Albert, age 46, Farm Engineer 
Driver, born in Clare, Mother Martha, born in Hundon, Brother, George William, age 25,   
Agricultural Labourer, born in Hundon, Brother Ernest Arthur, age 15, Agricultural Labourer, 
born in Hundon, and Sister, Violet May, age 3, born in Little Thurlow. Albert and Martha are 
shown as having been married 27 years, with six children, of whom five were still living. 

He enlisted in Bury St Edmunds and the medal roll shows that he landed in France on the 12th 
May 1915, only thirteen days before he was killed. The 25th May 1915 was the last day of the 
battle called 2nd Ypres and the 1st Battalion lost a total of 39 men killed on that day.  

William was subsequently awarded the 1915 Star, the British and Victory medals. 

 

Killed in Action 25th May 1915        AGE 23 

The Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial is situated at the eastern side of the town of Ieper (Ypres). 
Each night at 8.00 pm the traffic is stopped at the Menin Gate while members of the local Fire 
Brigade sound the Last Post in the roadway under the Memorial’s arches. The Second Battle of 
Ypres began on 22nd April 1915 until 25th May 1915, during which the Germans released   
poison gas into the Allied lines north of Ypres. This was the first gas had been used and the 
violence of the attack forced an Allied withdrawal and a shortening of the line of defence. The 
battles of the Ypres salient claimed many lives and it quickly became clear that the            
commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to 
be divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because of 
the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the battlefields. The 
Memorial now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not 
known. The Memorial was unveiled by Lord Plumer on 24th July 1927. 

 

Commemorated: Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial.    Panel  21 
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Remembering the Men of the Village Link ctd  
 

ATHERTON, Thomas, Pte., No. 3553 

Formerly No. 18061, Suffolk Regiment 

14th Coy. Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 

Thomas was born at Hanchet End, Withersfield, in the third quarter of 1896 to Martin and 
Flora Kate, nŽe Ely, Atherton. The 1911 census shows the family living in Horseheath, with 
Martin, age 45, Steam Plough Man, Mother, Kate, age 42, Thomas, age 14, Farm Yard Boy, 
Sister, Lily, age 11, Scholar and Brother, Frederick, age 9, born in Great Thurlow, also a 
Scholar. 

The 14th Company of the Machine Gun Corps was part of the 14th Brigade and joined the 32nd 
Division in February 1916. The 19th November was very cold with rain and snow and was the 
last day of the Battle of the Somme. The 14th Company was in the area of the Quadrilateral 
(between Serre and Beaumont Hamel) and lost a total of seven men on that day. 

Thomas was subsequently awarded the British and Victory Medals. 

 

Killed in Action 19th November 1916 

The Thiepval memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more 
than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the 
Somme sector before 20th March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those           
commemorated died between July and November 1916. The memorial also serves as an Anglo
-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a small 
cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot of the 
memorial. The memorial designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built between 1928 and 1932 
and unveiled by the Prince of Wales, in the presence of the President of France, on 1st August 
1932. The dead of other Commonwealth countries, who died on the Somme and have no 
known graves, are commemorated on national memorials elsewhere. 

 

Commemorated: Thiepval Memorial.   Pier and Face  5  C  and  12  C. 
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Anyone for Tennis?  
Thurlow Tennis club is seeking new members for 2014 �± 2015 

 
Annual family membership: £52.50 

Single adult: £25 
Junior (up to 18 yrs): £15  

 
This is fantastic value compared to other options to play locally. The Club Coach,  
Michael Billson, is offering a free 30-min lesson/taster session for all members. Plus 
as we are now affiliated with the Lawn Tennis Association, membership of the Club 
gives you entitlement to free membership of British Tennis and entry into the ballot 
for discounted Wimbledon 2015 tickets. 

For further information contact Andy Quick at  
andyquick01@gmail.com/783070 or Richard Shipp 07852187734 

 

soil conditioner 
multipurpose potting compost 

topsoil mixes 
barks 

lawn dressings 
 lawn seeds 

freshly cut turf  

available in bulk bags or loose 

Come and see us at Sturmer Nurseries 
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Making women feel better about themselves  

 
I help busy women get themselves off the back burner and  

into the driving seat of their lives. 
 

I am known for making a huge impact on women’s lives leaving them feeling 
mentally uplifted and physically invigorated. 

 
 

I’ve helped housewives to airline pilots.  
Email me to see my testimonials:  

 
clairefoy@btconnect.com 

 
Or call me for an initial chat: 01440 783342 or 07791 837114 

 
Fully equipped, qualified & insured Personal Trainer,  

NLP coach & Sports Massage Therapist 

mailto:clairefoy@btconnect.com
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INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS.   This is a brief guide, intended especially for newcomers to 
the villages, with information about the facilities and services available locally and some useful 
telephone numbers and addresses. 

Services and Societies in Thurlow Telephone 
Thurlow Garage – Ray Sharrod 01440 783248 
The Cock Inn 01440 783224 
Plumbing Services – TKHeat – Kevin Crowson 07966 208794 

01440 783654 
Parish Clerk – Little Thurlow – Molly Hawkins 01440 783259 
Parish Clerk – Great Thurlow – Diana Allin 01440 783560 

Thurlow CEVC School – Head Teacher 01440 783281 
Thurlow Pre-School – Helen Frost (thurlowpreschool@hotmail.co.uk.) 01440 783688 

Thurlow Mother and Toddlers – Ond 
                                                    Zoe 
Wednesdays 10 am  - 12 noon during term time 

077872 92294 
078911 46931 

Thurlow Fayre – Allan Loveday 01440 707416 

Thurlow Gardening Club – Dawn Abbey 01440 783646 
Thurlow Sports Club Secretary – Allan Loveday 01440 707416 
Thurlow Village Hall Committee – Ros Bunting 01440 783528 
Thurlow Village Hall Bookings – Diana Allin 01440 783560 
Thurlow Womens Institute – President Iris Eley 01440 783534 
Thurlow Tennis Club—Andy Quick 01440 783070 

Services and Societies in Great Wratting Telephone 
Neighbourhood Watch —TBC  
Red Lion, Great Wratting – George and Linda Sykes 01440 783237 
The Great Wratting Book Group – Jean Newlands 01440 783111 
Great Wratting Email Tree — Dawn Fisk— dawn.fisk@btinternet.com 01440 783993 
The mobile library service stops at Coronation Cottages from 2.00 to 2.20 pm every 4 
weeks, on Wednesday afternoons 

01440 702638  

Emergency Telephone 
Police Response – any officer, non emergency 101 
Police Response – Emergency 999 
Suffolk Fire Service 01284 558888 
UK Network (Electricity) 24 hour Emergency helpline 0800 7838838 
Anglian Water 24 hour Emergency Helpline (water/sewage) 08457 145145 
British Telecom 24 hour fault reporting 0800 800151 
Floodline 24 hour with recorded update 0845 9881188 
In case of disaster or village is cut off, go to Thurlow Village Hall. 
Key Holder is Diana Allin – 89a Hill House, Great Thurlow 

01440 783560 



 

30 

Community Contacts Telephone 
Churches – Stourhead Benefice – Rev. Derek Hollis 01440 763066 
Haverhill Social Services 01440 764949 
Haverhill Citizens Advice Bureau 01440 704012 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council Planning 01284 763233 
District Councillor – Robert Clifton-Brown 01440 783562 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council 01284 763233 
St Edmundsbury Borough Council (Haverhill office) 01440 702271 
County Councillor – Mary Evans 01284 789478 
Suffolk County Council General Enquiries 08456 066067 
Age Concern – Heather Hunt 01440 783573 
Thurlow Estate – Tim Barling, Agent 
Thurlow Estate – Tom Duffin, Assistant to Agent 

01440 783661 

Libraries – Haverhill 
Libraries – Bury St Edmunds 
A mobile library visits the villages every 4 weeks on a Wednesday stopping at Sowley Green, 150 
Bury Road from 11:30-11:40 am; Great Thurlow, 109 Bury Road from 11:45-12:10 pm; Little Thurlow, 
Thurlow Sports Club from 12:45-13:05 pm and Great Wratting, Coronation cottages from 14:00 –
14:20 pm. 

01440 702638 
01284 352545 
01473 263838 

Suffolk Radio – BBC FM 103.9 or 104.6 01473 250000 
Refuse Collection 
Every Friday early morning – Black bin on week one, blue and brown bin week 
two alternating 

01284 757320 

Environmental Health and Pest Control 01284 757084 

Health and Wellbeing Telephone 
Doctors – The Christmas Maltings and Clements Practice 
Doctors – Selby Practice 
Doctors – Stourhead Medical Practice 

01440 269366 
01440 702010 
01440 761177 

Chemist – Boots, Haverhill 
Chemist – Sainsburys Pharmacy 
Chemist – The Co—operative Pharmacy 

01440 702058 
01440 708043 
01440 702079 

Hospital – West Suffolk (Bury St Edmunds) 
Hospital – West Suffolk Accident and Emergency 
Hospital – Addenbrookes (Cambridge) 

01284 713000 
01284 713333 
01223 245151 

Vets – Swayne and Partners (Haverhill) 
Vets – Lida Vets (Newmarket) 
Vets – Hawkedon Veterinary Surgery 

01440 702007 
01638 560000 
01284 789428 

Church Wardens Telephone 
St Mary’s Church, Great Wratting—Simon Corbett 01440 783698 
St Mary’s Church, Great Wratting—Ben Stanton 01440 783103 
St Peter’s Church, Little Thurlow—Robin Vestey T.B.A. 
St Peter’s Church, Little Thurlow—Iris Eley 01440 783534 
All Saints Church, Great Thurlow—George Vestey 01440 783240 
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Great Wratting Parish Council Contacts Telephone 
Chair – Gavin Acheson    01440 783515 
Councillor – Anthony Lundrigan  01440 783817 
Councillor – Dawn Fisk 01440 783993 
Councillor – Petra Stephenson 01440 783384 
Councillor – Steven Robinson 01440 783131 
Councillor—Diana Curtis 01440 783898 
Vacancy  
Parish Clerk – Emma White—gtwrattingpc@yahoo.co.uk 07792455030 
If you would like information about joining Great Wratting Parish Council, please  
contact the Parish Clerk. www.parish-council.com/greatwrattingparishcouncil   

Little Thurlow Parish Council Contacts Telephone 
Keith Bunting – Chairman 01440 783528 
Chris Field –Vice Chairman 01440 783697 
Will Griffiths 01440 783496 
Heather Hunt 01440 783573 
Chris Lowe 01440 783891 
Andrew Dickson 01440 783385 
Jessica Hale 01440 783190  
Molly Hawkins—Parish Clerk 01440 783259 

Great Thurlow Parish Council Contacts Telephone 
Peter Thomas—Chairman 01440 783700 
Stan Cook—Vice Chairman 01440 783532 
George Vestey 01440 783240 
Conrad Hawkins 01440 783259 
Naomi Sharrod 01440 783923 
Rod Pass 01440 783610 
Jane Sheppard 01440 783209 
Diana Allin—Parish Clerk 01440 783560 

Parish Council Notice Board 
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 Great and Little Thurlow Village 
Pick 

Megan Davies doing a great job picking litter 
from Crown Hill to Great Thurlow Hall Barn. 
Thank you to all who took part! 

Thurlow 
Gardening 
Club Open 
Meeting - 

great 
slides, 

GQT and      
delicious 
cakes!! 


